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MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
AND LAND USE BYLAW UPDATE

Understanding the Planning Structure

Enabling Legislation - Where the Municipal Development Plan Fits
 » The Municipal Government Act (MGA) is a statutory document in Alberta that sets out direction on how 

municipalities shall govern and plan for growth.

 » Section 632 of the Municipal Government Act states that every council of a municipality must by bylaw 
adopt a Municipal Development Plan.

 » A Municipal Development Plan must address the future land uses, manner of development and 
municipal services within the jurisdiction of the municipality. 

 » Each lower level plan must comply with the plan above (refer to diagram below).

Enabling Legislation - Where the Land Use Bylaw Fits
 » Section 640 of the Municipal Government Act states that every municipality must have a Land Use 

Bylaw.

 » Municipal districts are required to adopt a Land Use Bylaw as a regulatory tool to implement the goals 
of high level plans and policies. A Land Use Bylaw may prohibit or regulate and control the use and 
development of land and buildings in a municipality. There are exceptions to land use regulations that 
are governed by the provincial or federal governments.

 » A Land Use Bylaw must be consistent with the applicable requirements of the regulations, under the 
Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis Act.
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What is a Municipal Development 
Plan?

 » It is a high-level policy document that shows the 
desired long term land use goals of a community 
for 20+ years.

 » It guides how the community is expected to 
change over time and the shape it will take in the 
future. 

 » It is often described as the “view from 30,000 
feet” to reflect the conceptual, big picture role it 
plays in the community.

Contents of a Municipal 
Development Plan
A MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN MUST 
CONTAIN:

 » The future land uses for future development;

 » Policies relating to the co-ordination of land use, 
future growth patterns, and other infrastructure 
with adjacent municipalities if there is no 
Intermunicipal Development Plan; 

 » Policies relating to the provision of 
transportation systems and municipal services;

 » Policies compatible with the subdivision and 
development regulations;

 » Policies regarding the protection of agricultural 
operations; and 

 » Policies regarding the provision of municipal, 
school or municipal and school reserves.

A MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAY CONTAIN:

 » Matters relating to the physical, social, 
environmental, financial, or economic 
development of the municipality;

 » Proposals for financing and programming of 
municipal infrastructure;

 » Policies regarding the provision of conservation 
reserves; and

 » Statements regarding the municipality’s 
development constraints.

What is a Land Use Bylaw?
 » It is a municipal planning tool used by the 

County to regulate most land uses and 
location, form, and scale of buildings within 
the municipality.

 » It is one of the County’s tools to implement 
the goals, objectives, and policies of other 
County documents, such as the Municipal 
Development Plan.

 » The Land Use Bylaw works by dividing the 
County into districts to direct where residential, 
commercial, industrial, and institutional uses 
may be located as well as the standards 
associated with their development.

 » The Land Use Bylaw is the “rule book” for 
managing the potential impacts created 
by land uses and development, providing 
certainty to those who live, work, and enjoy 
the County, and the types and forms of 
developments that may occur in the future. 

Contents of a Land Use Bylaw
A LAND USE BYLAW MUST CONTAIN:

 » General land use regulations;

 » Specific land use districts and their 
regulations; and

 » The process for development and subdivision 
approvals.

A LAND USE BYLAW MAY CONTAIN:

 » Guidelines to determine population density; or

 » Regulations that set design standards and 
regulate building development.

Understanding the Planning Structure
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V3 COMPANIES OF CANADA

WHO REGULATES WHAT?
This diagram is a high level look at the many different government agencies 

included in land use regulations. 

Understanding the Planning Structure

Land Use - Who Regulates What?

Land use is regulated though a variety of different bodies, including the Federal, Provincial, and Municipal 
governments. The diagram below provides a high-level snapshot of which governing body regulates what land 
use. 

Learn more 
about the 
Municipal 

Government 
Act by 

scanning 
here!

Did you know? 
 » In 1912, separate acts were put in place for towns, villages, rural municipal districts and 

improvement districts. Cities were incorporated by a special charter. In 1967, the various 
pieces of municipal legislation were consolidated into the original Municipal Government 
Act (MGA).

 » The last time Beaver County’s Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw was 
reviewed was in 2013. It’s been ten years! Typically, updates to land use planning 
documents happen every 5 years to ensure consistency with provincial legislation like the 
Municipal Government Act. 
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The Project

Municipal Development Plan & Land Use Bylaw Updates
A preliminary review and analysis of Beaver County’s Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw were 
undertaken to better understand how the County addresses overall development policies and more specific 
land use regulations.

The Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw Updates seek to better serve the community. While 
updating the Municipal Development Plan creates the vision for the community, updating the Land Use Bylaw 
will provide the tools needed to implement that vision. Updating these documents encourages the County to 
take into account current resources, challenges, and opportunities. 

Project Goals and Purpose
The updates to the Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw are one of the many ways the County is 
working hard to make Beaver County an even greater place to live, work, and play.

Clarity & Consistency
Undertaking a thoughtful and thorough 
review of the existing documents 
is required to make the Municipal 
Development Plan and Land Use 
Bylaw clear and concise, and achieve 
consistency with other statutory 
documents in Beaver County. Having 
documents that are as straightforward as 
possible allows for easier interpretation, 
implementation, monitoring, and 
enforcement.

Engaged & Informed
It is important for the voices of the 
community, land owners, and business 
owners to be heard by the County 
throughout the project. An engagement 
plan will enable stakeholders and the 
public to have a voice in providing input to  
the County on what is - and isn’t - working.

User Friendly & 
Straightforward
The amendments to the Land Use Bylaw 
will be made to improve interpretations 
and remove or consolidate redundant, 
repetitive, and/or contradictory  
regulations. This will help to improve how 
users navigate the documents and make 
it easier to get to the information.

Updated & Current
Updates to land use regulations will 
enable alignment with other statutory 
planning documents. Any change to the 
Municipal Development Plan and Land 
Use Bylaw will need to be in alignment 
with higher-level planning documents 
such as Intermunicipal Development 
Plans. The Land Use Bylaw will also 
be updated with the County’s current 
branding for consistency and familiarity.
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The Project

We already have a Municipal Development Plan and a Land Use Bylaw 
- Why is the County Updating them?

 » To have clearer, more concise and consistent documents that reflect change to the community.

 » To provide opportunities for agriculture diversity.

 » To enable campgrounds while managing their interface with other uses.

 » To mitigate the impact lighting has on adjoining lands while still allowing it to be effective as a security 
measure.

 » To look for opportunities to reduce red tape within the County, further supporting growth and 
development.

Council & Admin Input
 » Desire for red tape reduction.

 » Organization of the Land Use Bylaw is not the easiest to follow.

 » To support and promote Industrial Parks.

 » Lighting impacts on adjacent properties (e.g., security lighting).

 » Opportunities for agri-tourism and value-added agriculture.

 » Enable campgrounds but manage the interface with other uses.

 » Create a specific district for recreation/tourism.

 » Provide policy direction for the location of telecommunication towers.

The Process

06 | Public & Stakeholder 
Feedback

01 | Baseline Research & 
Analysis

02 | Council/Administration 
Recommendations

03 | Public Information & 
Initial Input

04 | Develop the Draft 
MDP & LUB

05 | Council & 
Administration Feedback

WE ARE HERE

07 | Finalize Draft MDP/
LUB and Referral Process

08 | Formal Adoption

WE ARE HERE
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Overview of Draft Municipal Development Plan 
Overall Proposed Changes to the Municipal Development Plan 

 » Reformatted the document to increase appeal and ease-of-use.

 » Edited policy wording for increased clarity and conciseness.

 » Preserved the nature and intent of the existing vision and goals while making them clearer for decision 
makers, administration, and the community.

 » Intermunicipal Collaboration and Governance are updated to ensure alignment with Intermunicipal 
Development Plans.

Policy Changes
 » Resource Extraction: Clarified that the County issues approval first, not the Province.

 » Industrial Development: Strengthened policies for site considerations for industrial development and 
added policies to identify off-site levies.

 » Transportation and Utilities: Added policies for federal aviation requirements.

 » Country Residential Development: Multi-lot country residential development and subdivision 
requirements rewritten to ensure consistency with Land Use Bylaw.

 » Crown Lands and Telecommunications: Sections created to clarify role of the municipality for 
development. 

Municipal Development Plan  DDRRAAFFTT Bylaw ####-##  

 
   

17 Beaver County 

4.0 Country Residential Development 

Statement of Intent 
Beaver County has experienced a substantial amount of country residential development, particularly in the 
west end of the County.  This has the potential to impact existing and future land use, and the social, economic 
and environmental welfare of the County. 

The Plan encourages country residential living as one of the “lifestyles” in the County, in an organized and 
controlled fashion..  The intent of this Plan is to allow country residential development in such a manner as to 
limit the removal of higher capability agricultural land, emphasize the residential use and development of land, 
and not cause unacceptable adverse effects on the agricultural economy and community, or the natural 
environment. 

In addition, the Plan recognizes the Beaver Hills Moraine for its significant and sensitive environmental features. 
While country residential development wwiillll be allowed in this area, environmental sensitivities wwiillll be a higher 
priority and development wwiillll take into consideration the conservation, protection, and restoration of natural 
areas. 

Objectives 

» To establish the residential use of land as primary to other uses; 

» To provide lifestyle options and development opportunities for current and future residents; 

» To retain the character, amenities, and quality of life aspects of existing country residential 
subdivisions; 

» To ensure that country residential development conforms with environmental and public health 
guidelines and regulations, and considers environmental sensitivities; 

» To avoid conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land uses; 

» To restrict development in areas which are susceptible to flooding or groundwater contamination; 

» To encourage construction of housing in existing subdivided areas, before allowing extensive 
additional multi-lot country residential subdivisions; and 

» To minimize the costs of providing municipal and utility services to country residential lots. 

  MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  

 
   

 

 

 

  

Municipal Development Plan  DDRRAAFFTT Bylaw ####-##  

 
   

11 Beaver County 

3.0 Agriculture 

Statement of Intent 
Agriculture and providing services to the agricultural community are regarded as important land use activities 
in Beaver County. Therefore, it is essential that this Plan’s intent and policies be directed towards promoting 
the long-term future of agriculture by protecting the land base and providing an environment that wwiillll benefit 
the agricultural community and economy. In order to achieve this, agriculture is viewed as a priority use when 
affected by competing land uses in most of the County. 

Objectives 

» To support agriculture as an integral and viable component of the regional economy and rural social 
structure; 

» To protect agricultural land from unreasonable encroachment; 

» To minimize conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land users; 

» To encourage the rational diversification and intensification of agricultural activities; 

» To minimize the negative impacts of agricultural activities by encouraging good stewardship of the 
land; and, 

» To support innovative agricultural-related activities and the development of value-added agricultural 
uses in the County, in a managed way to reduce their impacts on adjoining lands.  

Policies 
3.1 Map 1 shows those lands that are designated Agricultural to which the objectives and policies of this 

Section sshhaallll apply. 

3.2 The County sshhoouulldd  conserve the Agricultural Area for agricultural and agricultural-related uses while 
enabling the development of secondary products related to agricultural production. 

3.3 The County sshhaallll maintain that the primary use of the Agricultural Area is for extensive and intensive 
agricultural uses and confined feeding operations involving the production of feed grains, cereal 
grains, forage crops, specialty crops, livestock and other animals on a commercial basis. Other uses 
which, in the opinion of Council, do not unduly affect present or future agricultural pursuits mmaayy also 
be allowed on a permitted or discretionary basis provided that the development wwiillll  nnoott adversely 
affect the agricultural community.  

MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  
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2.0 Vision and Goals 

Vision 
The goal of Beaver County is to conserve and enhance the County’s agricultural and rural character while 
encouraging environmentally sound, sustainable economic development. 

The County foresees agriculture and agricultural services as major economic forces in the community. The 
conservation of agricultural land and measures designed to assist the continuation of agricultural activities wwiillll 
remain a priority in most of the County. 

Although the Council of Beaver County regards agricultural land as an important asset, they recognize the need 
to promote economic diversification so that all residents are able to enjoy optimum working and living standards.  
This economic diversification mmuusstt be environmentally sound and compatible with the rural character of the 
County. 

In the west end of the County, where the agricultural capability of land is limited and where country residential 
development predominates, the County wwiillll allow residential development that can be harmonized with the 
unique environmental sensitivities of the area. 

Goals 

» Conservation of agricultural land and encouragement of diversity in the agricultural and the 
agricultural service sectors; 

» Preservation of wildlife habitats and environmentally sensitive areas; and 

» Provision of the infrastructure necessary to encourage sustainable, environmentally sound economic 
development. 

   

MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  
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1.0 Interpretation 
The structure of this Plan is such that each Section follows a topic, and each topic has desired objectives and 
policy directions to achieve the objectives and ultimately the overall vision and goals. This structure works best 
when the document is interpreted in a holistic manner where each of the policies are viewed in the context of 
one another rather than separately. Generally, the objectives – and ultimately the vision and goals – of this Plan 
are more likely to be achieved by addressing the complete set of policy directions.  

This Plan contains the operative words “sshhaallll”, “mmuusstt”, “wwiillll”, “sshhoouulldd”, and “mmaayy”. The interpretation of these 
words is outlined below: 

““SShhaallll””,,  ““MMuusstt””,,  oorr  ““WWiillll”” – indicates that actions are mandatory. 

““SShhoouulldd”” – indicates direction to strive to achieve the outlined action but is not mandatory. 

““MMaayy”” – is discretionary, meaning the policy in question can be enforced if the County chooses to do so. 
This is typically dependent on context and individual circumstances. 
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Changes to the Municipal 
Development Plan Layout
The layout has been changed to:

 » Acquire more colour which produces a 
less daunting document to use;

 » Include colour coded sections for easier 
navigation; 

 » Retain a brand for the County which 
establishes the County’s identity and 
values;

 » Contain font that is easier to read; and

 » Provide ease in user journey and 
navigation throughout the document 
which makes it easier to operate.
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Municipal Development Plan Table of Contents Changes 
Table of Contents Changes
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Municipal Development Plan Maps 
Updates to the Municipal Development Plan Maps
The below map (Map 1 - Development Area) shows the high-level overall development plan for the future of Beaver County. The sub-maps show the 
specific, urban areas identified on the map and the high-level land uses planned for those areas in the future. These plans have been updated to align 
with Intermunicipal Development Plans.
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Source: Esri, Maxar, Earthstar Geographics, and the GIS User Community
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Overview of Draft Land Use Bylaw 

Overall Proposed Changes to the Land Use Bylaw 
 » Reformatted the document to increase appeal and ease-of-use.

 » Moved administrative processes to the latter part of the Bylaw.

 » Updated/modernized language throughout.

 » Updated to match legislation and Intermunicipal Development Plan and Municipal Development Plan 
policies.  

 » Simplified and generalized many permitted and discretionary uses (every use has a definition now with 
consistent language).

 » Increased the number of permitted and discretionary uses in every district.

 » Added development regulations to every district for clear expectations around development standards.

District Changes
Three districts are proposed to be added in the draft Land Use Bylaw which include: 

 » Crown Land District to provide the County the opportunity to provide input on the potential impact of 
land uses and development on those lands governed and managed by the Crown; 

 » Tourism District to provide opportunities for tourism-related businesses and activities within the rural 
environment; and

 » Direct Control District to enable Council to exercise particular control over the use and development of 
specific and unique land uses in any manner Council may consider necessary.

Overlay Regulations 
Overlays were added to the draft Land Use Bylaw to relate to specific setbacks required by legislation. These 
overlays include:

 » Airport Protection Overlay;

 » Landfill Setback Overlay; and 

 » Sanitary Facilities Overlay.
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Overview of Draft Land Use Bylaw 

General Use Regulations
Major updates to the general use regulations include:

 » Access and Parking: Removal of parking and loading minimums (previously at the discretion of the 
Development Authority).

 » Demolition and Removal of Buildings and Structures: Added regulations.

 » Specific Use Regulations: Added/strengthened a number of specific use regulations – ex. cannabis 
production facility,  campgrounds, cannabis retail, special event venues, home occupations, resource 
extraction, and shipping containers.

 » Dwelling Units on a Lot: Increased opportunities for additional dwelling units.

 » Application Referrals: Permitted uses with no variances are not required to be circulated to surrounding 
landowners. 

 » Subdivision Applications: Now require plans drawn to scale.

  DDRRAAFFTT Land Use Bylaw ####-## 
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 9.1.1. 
Subdivision applications shall be completed and submitted to the Subdivision Authority in writing or 

electronically for any proposed subdivision, using the subdivision application form. 

9.1.2. 
All subdivision applications shall adhere to the minimum requirements outlined in the latest version 

of the Beaver County’s Design Guidelines and Construction Standards and will include the following 

mandatory subdivision application requirements: 

a. A complete subdivision application form with the signature of the landowner(s) or an agent 

authorized by the landowner(s) to prepare and submit the application; 

b. Permission for reasonable right-of-entry by County staff for site inspection.  

c. Current Certificate of Title dated within thirty (30) days prior to the application date.  

d. Location of existing and abandoned well and battery sites, or a declaration stating that there are 

not present. 

e. A site plan, to scale and in m, indicating the location, dimensions, and boundaries of the parcel 

to be subdivided. 

f. The proposed lot(s) to be registered in a Land Titles Office. 

g. A site plan indicating the location, dimensions, and boundaries of: 

(i) 
every new lot to be created 

(ii) 
municipal and environmental reserves 

(iii) easements and utility rights-of-way 

(iv) internal roadways 

(v) 
land uses 

(vi) water and wastewater servicing 

(vii) stormwater servicing 

(viii) location of buildings and their support infrastructure (e.g., party areas, accessory buildings, 

etc.), if applicable 

h. All applicable fees. 

9.1.3. 
The Subdivision Authority, at its discretion, may also request other information as identified in 

Section 4, subsection (3) and (4) of the Subdivision and Development Regulation. 

 

 

 

7 

1.4 In portions of the County where multi-lot country residential subdivisions predominate, 
agriculture and agriculture-related uses will be allowed, but a wider range of non-
agricultural uses may occur and agriculture will not be the primary use and may be 
somewhat controlled.  Specifically, on the south side of Highway #14 and west of Range 
Road 201, as outlined in Map 11 of this Plan, no confined feeding operations or manure 
storage facilities, which require an approval, registration or authorization under the 
Agricultural Operation Practices Act, will be allowed. 

 
1.5 Subdivision of land which is currently involved in agricultural uses will be discouraged.  

Council wishes to maintain a minimum agricultural parcel size of approximately one half 
of a quarter section. 

 
1.6  a) Notwithstanding Subsection 1.5 above, in order to preserve agricultural land and 

the potential for the agricultural use of land within the County, no more than two 
subdivisions for country residential uses, a farmstead, or a fragmentation shall be 
permitted. 

 
 b) Land subdivided for school sites, community halls, churches, and cemeteries is 

excluded from the maximum number of subdivisions permitted in a quarter 
section. 

 
1.7 Where agricultural land is taken for roads, rail lines, pipelines or other transmission lines, 

the County shall endorse only those proposals which minimize the fragmentation of 
agricultural land. 

 
1.8 The Natural Resources Conservation Board and approval officers appointed by that Board 

have jurisdiction over certain confined feeding operations and manure storage facilities in 
that they require an authorization, registration, or an approval under the Agricultural 
Operation Practices Act.   The County’s policy is that all such confined feeding 
operations and manure storage facilities must fully satisfy all the requirements and 
regulations adopted under that Act, specifically the minimum distance separation 
requirements and the land base requirements. 

 
1.9 Having acknowledged the Natural Resources Conservation Board’s jurisdiction over 

certain confined feeding operations and manure storage facilities, the County recognizes 
its responsibility and inherent right to effectively plan the location of confined feeding 
operations and manure storage facilities in keeping with other conflicting land uses within 
the County.  In addition to the minimum distance separation (MDS) requirements 
provided through regulation adopted under the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, the 
County’s policy is that confined feeding operations requiring registrations or approvals 
and manure storage facilities requiring authorizations under that Act shall not be allowed 
within the following areas: 

 
a) within the area described in Policy 1.4 of this Plan, 

 
b) near the boundaries of a hamlet, village or town as outlined in Maps 3 to 8, 

inclusive, of this Plan, which areas shall be considered an urban fringe when 
calculating the regulations approved under the Agricultural Operation Practices 
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Development and Subdivision Process
The main changes to the development and subdivision process involves: 

 » Moving the subdivision regulations from the Municipal Development 
Plan to the Land Use Bylaw; and 

 » Adding the development permit extensions and revisions sections.

What is a Land Use 
District? 
Land use districts are areas of land that 
are designated which corresponds to 
what uses are allowed and regulations 
that must be met for specific uses. Each 
district outlines the purpose and intent 
for the use of lands and includes rules 
and regulations that must be followed 
when developing.

What is an overlay?
Overlays are applied to areas that have special 
features. An overlay is an additional layer of planning 
regulation to provide more specialized controls for 
specific land features.
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Overview of Draft Land Use Bylaw 

Changes to the Land Use Bylaw Layout
The Land Use Bylaw has been updated to become more user friendly so anyone - regardless of knowledge or 
background - can utilize the document to their advantage.
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5.1.2. 
Development regulations for development in the Agricultural District (A): 

RREEGGUULLAATT IIOONN  

PPRROOVVIISS IIOONN  

S ITE  DEVELOPMENT  

Parcel Area (minimum) 

for uses other than a farmstead separation or 

single vacant parcel 

One (1) half of the full quarter section 

Parcel Area (minimum - maximum) 

for farmstead separation or single vacant parcel 
0.4 (1.0 ac) – 4.0 ha (10.0 ac) 

Parcel Width (minimum)  

7.5 m (24.6 ft) 

Site Coverage (maximum) 

for uses other than a farmstead separation or 

single vacant parcel 

20 % 

PRINCIPAL  BUILDING 

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum) 

 

from centre line of a rural road 
38.0 m (125.0 ft) 

from centre line of a secondary road 
63.7 m (209.0 ft) 

from the centre line of a Highway 
71.6 (235.0 ft) 

Side Yard Setback (minimum) 

6.1 m (20.0 ft) 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

7.6 m (25.0 ft) 

Building Height (maximum) 

for dwellings 
12.0 m (39.4 ft) 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES  

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum) 

Same as principal building regulations. 

Side Yard Setback (minimum) 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

Building Height (maximum) 

NNOOTTEE::  RReeffeerreennccee  ootthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  BByyllaaww  ffoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreegguullaattiioonnss..  
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Overview of Draft Land Use Bylaw 

The Development Process
The development process is governed by a set of regulations and procedures designed to manage and control 
land use and development activities. The diagram below demonstrates the development process.
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3.0  EXEMPTIONS AND NON-CONFORMING 
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3.2 Development Not Requiring A Permit 

3.3 Non-Conforming Uses and Buildings 
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PART 2 LAND USE DISTRICTS

4.0 ESTABLISHING DISTRICTS + OVERLAYS 

4.1 General Requirements 

4.2 Establishment of Overlays 

4.3 Establishment of Land Use Districts 

4.4 Summary Table  

5.0 LAND USE DISTRICTS + OVERLAY REGULATIONS

5.1 Agricultural District – A

5.2 Urban General District – UG

5.3 Rural Commercial District - RC 

5.4 Rural Industrial District - RI 

5.5 Country Residential District - CR 

5.6 Landfill and Composting District - LC

5.7 Low Impact Eco-Friendly Industrial District - IE

5.8 Business/Light Industrial District - IL 

5.9 Medium Industrial District - IM 

5.10 Tourism District - T

M a j o r  C h a n g e N e w  A d d i t i o n s*Note: Minor changes were made to most sections to increase clarity; 
however, the revision did not change the intent or purpose of the 
regulations throughout the document.

Table continues to the next page.
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8.0 PROCEDURE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
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8.7 Development Permits and Notices 
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9.5 Subdivision Decision Time Period 
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11.3 Advertising Requirements 
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13.0 DEVELOPMENT PERMIT, SUBDIVISION, REDISTRICTING, 
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PART 9 DEFINITIONS 

14.0  DEFINITIONS 
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15.0  SCHEDULES 
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M a j o r  C h a n g e N e w  A d d i t i o n s*Note: Minor changes were made to most sections to increase clarity; 
however, the revision did not change the intent or purpose of the 
regulations throughout the document.
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Land Use Bylaw Overlay Maps

Overlay Maps
Overlays are applied to areas that have special features. An overlay is an additional layer of planning regulation 
to provide more specialized controls for specific land features. These maps show the proposed overlays and 
where they apply in the Land Use Bylaw Update. 

 » The Airport Protection Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of the airport and airfields. 
This is a requirement within the Aeronautics Act. This overlay will help protect public health, safety, and 
welfare, while providing free and unobstructed passage of aircrafts through the airspace above the 
community. 

 » The Landfill Setback Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of waste facilities to achieve 
the compatibility between uses. This is a requirement within Section 17 of the Matters related to 
Subdivision and Development Regulations within the Municipal Government Act. This overlay makes 
sure uses like housing, schools, or food establishments are located at a safe distance away from such 
facilities. 

 » The Sanitary Facilities Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of sanitary facilities to 
achieve the compatibility between uses. This is a requirement within Section 17 of the Matters related to 
Subdivision and Development Regulations within the Municipal Government Act. This overlay is similar 
to the Landfill Setback Overlay as it makes sure uses like housing, schools, or food establishments are 
located at a safe distance away from such facilities. 

The overlay maps are on pages 23 to 29.
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Land Use Bylaw Updated Land Use District Table

District Definitions
A - Agricultural District permits activities associated with primary agricultural production, and to preserve 
valuable agricultural land from inappropriate development.

UG - Urban General District allows a wider variety of urban type uses within the larger unincorporated hamlets 
of the County. 

RC - Rural Commercial District regulates the development of commercial uses in accordance with the policies 
established in the Municipal Development Plan.

RI - Rural Industrial District regulates the development of those industries which require large tracts of land 
and which could have a significant impact on the community and the environment and which may not be 
appropriate within an urban district

T - Tourism District provides opportunities for tourism-related businesses and activities within the rural 
environment that promote the cultural, recreational, and natural attractions of the county, while balancing 
impacts on non-tourism related activities.

CR - Country Residential District regulates the development of country residences in accordance with the 
policies set out in the Municipal Development Plan.

LC - Landfill and Compositing District regulates landfill and composting development within the County.

IE - Low Impact Eco-Friendly Industrial District conserves and enhances the natural function of ecosystem 
processes while allowing for limited development of low impact uses that promote sustainability.

IL - Business/Light Industrial District provides for light and business industrial uses that do not adversely 
affect adjacent land uses or cause any external, objectionable or dangerous conditions outside of any building 
or the industrial business site.

IM - Medium Industrial District provides for a variety of general industrial uses including warehousing, 
manufacturing, assembling and fabricating activities and other industrial land uses which may require an 
outside storage component necessary to the operation of the business.

What does permitted and 
discretionary mean?

 » Permitted uses are uses that are 
allowed subject to meeting all the 
regulations of the Land Use Bylaw.

 » Discretionary uses are uses that 
may or may not be appropriate 
to the surrounding environment 
that the County could approve or 
refuse.

Updated Land Use District Table
The draft Land Use Bylaw includes an updated Land 
Use District Table that provides a quick snapshot of the 
permitted or discretionary uses in every district. If the use 
is not indicated as either permitted or discretionary, it is 
not allowed.
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EstablishmentBed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast 

 Establishment
P D D 

 
P D 

    

Breweries, Wineries, Distilleries D D P D P    P D 

Broadcasting Studio   P P    D P D 

Business Support Service  D P P    P P P 

Campground D D   P D    

Cannabis Cultivation P   D D   D D P 

Cannabis Production Facility  D  D P    D D P 

Cannabis Retail Sales  D P D D   D P D 

Commercial School  D P P    D P  

Commercial Storage D  P P    P P P 

Commercial Storage, 
Temporary 

D  D P    D D P 

Communal Living D D         

Community Recreation P P D D D P  D D D 

Compost Facilities - Class I       P    

Compost Facilities - Class II       P    

Custodial Quarters    P    P P P 

Custom Workshop D D D P D D  P P P 

Daycare Facility D D P   D   P  

Drive-thru Business  D P P    D P P 

Dwelling, Accessory Unit P P D   D     

Dwelling, Semi Detached D P    D     

Dwelling, Single Detached P P D  P P     

Bed and Breakfast

Table continues to the next page.

P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

District Key
A - Agricultural 
District 

UG - Urban General 
District 

RC - Rural 
Commercial District 

RI - Rural Industrial 
District

T - Tourism District 

CR - Country 
Residential District 

LC - Landfill and 
Compositing District 

IE - Low Impact Eco-
Friendly Industrial 
District 

IL - Business/Light 
Industrial District 

IM - Medium 
Industrial District 
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Table continues to the next page.

District Key
A - Agricultural 
District 

UG - Urban General 
District 

RC - Rural 
Commercial District 

RI - Rural Industrial 
District

T - Tourism District 

CR - Country 
Residential District 

LC - Landfill and 
Compositing District 

IE - Low Impact Eco-
Friendly Industrial 
District 

IL - Business/Light 
Industrial District 
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Industrial District 

P D 
  

P D 
    

Equipment Rentals D D P P     P D 

Farm and Industrial Machinery 
Sale, Rental, and Service 

D  D P    D D P 

Fleet Services   D P    P P D 

Food and Beverage Products D  P P P   P P D 

Food Service, Mobile Catering D D P P P D  P P D 

Food Service, Restaurant D D P D P D  P P D 

Food Service, Specialty D D P D P D  D P D 

Fuels and Chemicals Sale and 
Storage 

   D      D 

Funeral Services    P P    P P  

General Commercial Uses D D P D D D  D P  

General Contractor Services D D P P     P P 

General Retail Stores  D P D D   P P D 

Government Services P P P P  P  P P P 

Green Houses and Plant 
Nursery 

D  P  P D  P P  

Group Home, Major D D    D     

Group Home, Minor P P    D     

Highway Commercial Use D D P D    D P D 

Home Occupations, Home 
Office 

P P P   P     

Home Occupations, Type I P P P   P     

Equestrian Facility and Rodeo
Arena  
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Compositing District 

IE - Low Impact Eco-
Friendly Industrial 
District 

IL - Business/Light 
Industrial District 

IM - Medium 
Industrial District 

D D D 
  

D 
    

Home Parks D D   D D     

Indoor Participant Recreation 
Uses 

 D P D P   P D  

Industrial, Heavy        D   D 

Industrial, Light   D D P    P P P 

Industrial, Medium    D    D D P 

Institutional Uses D D P D D D  D P  

Kennel D   P  D    P 

Landfills – Class I       D    

Landfills - Class II       P    

Landfills - Class III D   D   P    

Liquor Retail Sales  D P D P   D P D 

Local Industrial Uses D D D P  D   P  

Manufactured Home Parks  D    D     

Municipal Shop and Storage 
Yard 

P   P   P P P P 

Natural Resource Extraction 
Industry 

D   D      D 

Oilfield Waste Related Facilities       D    

Other Similar and Compatible 
Uses 

D D D D D D D D D D 

Outdoor Sale and Storage D  P P    P P P 

Personal Service Shops  D P D P    P  

Home Occupations, Type II
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P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

D D D 
  

D 
    

Home Parks D D   D D     

Indoor Participant Recreation 
Uses 

 D P D P   P D  

Industrial, Heavy        D   D 

Industrial, Light   D D P    P P P 

Industrial, Medium    D    D D P 

Institutional Uses D D P D D D  D P  

Kennel D   P  D    P 

Landfills – Class I       D    

Landfills - Class II       P    

Landfills - Class III D   D   P    

Liquor Retail Sales  D P D P   D P D 

Local Industrial Uses D D D P  D   P  

Manufactured Home Parks  D    D     

Municipal Shop and Storage 
Yard 

P   P   P P P P 

Natural Resource Extraction 
Industry 

D   D      D 

Oilfield Waste Related Facilities       D    

Other Similar and Compatible 
Uses 

D D D D D D D D D D 

Outdoor Sale and Storage D  P P    P P P 

Personal Service Shops  D P D P    P  

Home Occupations, Type II
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IE - Low Impact Eco-
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Industrial District 

 D D P P     P P 

Pet Cemeteries D          

Professional and/or 
Administrative Offices 

 D P P P   P P P 

Public Parks and Playgrounds P P P P P P  P P P 

Recreation Uses D D D D P D     

Recreation, Extensive P P   P   P   

Recreational Vehicle Uses P P   P P     

Recycling Depot D D P P  D  D P P 

Recycling Oil Depot    D      D 

Recycling Plants    D   P   D 

Renewable and Alternate 
Energy Facility 

D  P P   P P P P 

Residential/ Security Caretaker 
Unit 

  P P P   P P P 

Signs D P Lorem ipsum P P  D P P P P 

Solar Collectors, Commercial D   P D  P P  P 

Solar Collectors, Personal P P P P P P P P P P 

Special Event Venue D  P D P D  D D  

Storage Sites D   D  D P   D 

Supportive Housing  D P    P     

Temporary Accommodations P D   P D     

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Major 

D   D   D D D D 

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Minor 

P P P P  P P P P P 

P

Pet Care Services
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P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

 D D P P     P P 

Pet Cemeteries D          

Professional and/or 
Administrative Offices 

 D P P P   P P P 

Public Parks and Playgrounds P P P P P P  P P P 

Recreation Uses D D D D P D     

Recreation, Extensive P P   P   P   

Recreational Vehicle Uses P P   P P     

Recycling Depot D D P P  D  D P P 

Recycling Oil Depot    D      D 

Recycling Plants    D   P   D 

Renewable and Alternate 
Energy Facility 

D  P P   P P P P 

Residential/ Security Caretaker 
Unit 

  P P P   P P P 

Signs D P Lorem ipsum P P  D P P P P 

Solar Collectors, Commercial D   P D  P P  P 

Solar Collectors, Personal P P P P P P P P P P 

Special Event Venue D  P D P D  D D  

Storage Sites D   D  D P   D 

Supportive Housing  D P    P     

Temporary Accommodations P D   P D     

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Major 

D   D   D D D D 

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Minor 

P P P P  P P P P P 

P

Pet Care Services

District Key
A - Agricultural 
District 

UG - Urban General 
District 

RC - Rural 
Commercial District 

RI - Rural Industrial 
District

T - Tourism District 

CR - Country 
Residential District 

LC - Landfill and 
Compositing District 

IE - Low Impact Eco-
Friendly Industrial 
District 

IL - Business/Light 
Industrial District 

IM - Medium 
Industrial District 

D 
 

D P 

   
D D P 

Veterinary Service D D P D  D  D P P 

Visitor Accommodations P D D  P D   D  

Warehouse Sales   P P     P P 

Vehicle and Equipement
Storage  
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What Land Use District are you in?
Every piece of land is districted for a use. Map 10.1 shows the high level land use districts of Beaver County. Find where you live on the map and follow it 
to the sub-maps! The district maps are on pages 37 to 50.
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LAND USE BYLAW 
LAND USE DISTRICT 
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JESSICA POST, DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
DIRECT LINE: (825) 385-0062
OFFICE: (780) 663-3730 EXT. 1018
EMAIL: JPOST@BEAVER.AB.CA

Questions? Contact us

Find out more

TAKE A LOOK AT THE UPDATED MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN AND LAND USE BYLAW!

Leave a comment on a comment card!
We want to hear your thoughts on the updated changes to the 
Municipal Development Plan and Land Use Bylaw Updates. 
Leave a comment card to have your voice heard!

Scan me to see 
the online copy!

Take a look at the 
updated changes and 
let us know if you have 

any questions!
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73 Beaver County 

6.18.3. No buildings, fences, trees, haystacks, or other structures that obscure visibility shall be permitted at 
the intersection of two rural roads as indicated in Figure 6. 

▼  Figure 6: Locat ion of bui ldings at rural road intersect ions 

 

6.19 Site Servicing 
6.19.1. All buildings erected, placed or moved into districts established by this Bylaw, to be used for a 

residential, commercial or industrial purpose, shall be provided with sanitary facilities to the 
satisfaction of Provincial Regulations. 
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RREEGGUU LLAATT IIOONN  PPRROOVVIISS IIOONN  

S ITE  DEVELOPMENT  

Parcel Area (minimum)  
At the discretion of the Development 
Authority. 

Parcel Width (minimum)  

Site Coverage (maximum) 

PRIN CIP AL  BUILDING 

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum)  

from centre line of a rural road 38.0 m (125.0 ft ft) 

from centre line of a secondary road 63.7 m (209.0 ft ft) 

from the centre line of a Highway 71.6 (235.0 ft) 

Side Yard Setback (minimum) 
At the discretion of the Development 
Authority. 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

Building Height (maximum) 

ACCESSORY ST RUCTURES  

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum) 

Same as principal building regulations. 
Side Yard Setback (minimum) 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

Building Height (maximum) 

NNOOTTEE::  RReeffeerreennccee  ootthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  BByyllaaww  ffoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreegguullaattiioonnss..  

OO TT HH EE RR   RR EE GG UU LL AA TT II OO NN SS   

5.7.3. Based off the nature of the development permit application, the County may require the applicant to 
enter into a road use agreement. 

5.7.4. In addition to the regulations listed above, permitted and discretionary uses are subject to the 
applicable regulations, provisions and requirements contained within the other sections of this 
Bylaw. 
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1.1.1. The title of this Bylaw shall be is Beaver County Land Use Bylaw and is referred to as “this Bylaw”. 

 
1.2.1. The purpose of this Bylaw is to regulate and control the use and development of land and buildings   

within the County to achieve the orderly and economic development of land, and for that purpose, 
amongst other things: 

a. provide direction for the orderly, economical, and beneficial development, use of land and 
patterns of human settlement for residents of Beaver County, and 

b. regulate and control development or, where necessary, prohibit development without infringing 
on the rights of individuals for any public interest except to the extent that is necessary for the 
overall greater public interest. 

1.2.2. This Bylaw: 

a. implements the policies of Beaver County’s Municipal Development Plan and other Statutory 
Plans; 

b. divides the County into land use districts; 

c. outlines permitted and discretionary uses for each land use district; 

d. prescribes the subdivision and development regulations for each land use district, generally and 
specifically; 

e. outlines the number of dwelling units permitted on a parcel of land; 

f. establishes criteria for the Development Authority to make decisions on applications for 
development permits, including the issuing of development permits and conditions; 

g. sets out the method to appeal a decision made by the Development Authority in regard to this 
Bylaw; 

h. identifies the manner that the notice of the issuance of a development permit is given and to 
whom; and 

i. describes the procedure to make amendments to this Bylaw. 

1.2.3. This Bylaw shall be applied in a manner that is consistent with the County’s adopted Statutory 
Plans, such as the Municipal Development Plan, the Subdivision and Development Regulation, and 
provincial land use policies. 
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3.0 Agriculture 

Statement of Intent 
Agriculture and providing services to the agricultural community are regarded as important land use activities 
in Beaver County. Therefore, it is essential that this Plan’s intent and policies be directed towards promoting 
the long-term future of agriculture by protecting the land base and providing an environment that wwiillll benefit 
the agricultural community and economy. In order to achieve this, agriculture is viewed as a priority use when 
affected by competing land uses in most of the County. 

Objectives 

» To support agriculture as an integral and viable component of the regional economy and rural social 
structure; 

» To protect agricultural land from unreasonable encroachment; 

» To minimize conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land users; 

» To encourage the rational diversification and intensification of agricultural activities; 

» To minimize the negative impacts of agricultural activities by encouraging good stewardship of the 
land; and, 

» To support innovative agricultural-related activities and the development of value-added agricultural 
uses in the County, in a managed way to reduce their impacts on adjoining lands.  

Policies 
3.1 Map 1 shows those lands that are designated Agricultural to which the objectives and policies of this 

Section sshhaallll apply. 

3.2 The County sshhoouulldd  conserve the Agricultural Area for agricultural and agricultural-related uses while 
enabling the development of secondary products related to agricultural production. 

3.3 The County sshhaallll maintain that the primary use of the Agricultural Area is for extensive and intensive 
agricultural uses and confined feeding operations involving the production of feed grains, cereal 
grains, forage crops, specialty crops, livestock and other animals on a commercial basis. Other uses 
which, in the opinion of Council, do not unduly affect present or future agricultural pursuits mmaayy also 
be allowed on a permitted or discretionary basis provided that the development wwiillll  nnoott adversely 
affect the agricultural community.  

DRAFT


