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ease-of-use.

 » Edited policy wording for increased clarity and 
conciseness.

 » Preserved the nature and intent of the existing vision 
and goals while making them clearer for decision 
makers, administration, and the community.

 » Intermunicipal Collaboration and Governance are 
updated to ensure alignment with Intermunicipal 
Development Plans.
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17 Beaver County 

4.0 Country Residential Development 

Statement of Intent 
Beaver County has experienced a substantial amount of country residential development, particularly in the 
west end of the County.  This has the potential to impact existing and future land use, and the social, economic 
and environmental welfare of the County. 

The Plan encourages country residential living as one of the “lifestyles” in the County, in an organized and 
controlled fashion..  The intent of this Plan is to allow country residential development in such a manner as to 
limit the removal of higher capability agricultural land, emphasize the residential use and development of land, 
and not cause unacceptable adverse effects on the agricultural economy and community, or the natural 
environment. 

In addition, the Plan recognizes the Beaver Hills Moraine for its significant and sensitive environmental features. 
While country residential development wwiillll be allowed in this area, environmental sensitivities wwiillll be a higher 
priority and development wwiillll take into consideration the conservation, protection, and restoration of natural 
areas. 

Objectives 

» To establish the residential use of land as primary to other uses; 

» To provide lifestyle options and development opportunities for current and future residents; 

» To retain the character, amenities, and quality of life aspects of existing country residential 
subdivisions; 

» To ensure that country residential development conforms with environmental and public health 
guidelines and regulations, and considers environmental sensitivities; 

» To avoid conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land uses; 

» To restrict development in areas which are susceptible to flooding or groundwater contamination; 

» To encourage construction of housing in existing subdivided areas, before allowing extensive 
additional multi-lot country residential subdivisions; and 

» To minimize the costs of providing municipal and utility services to country residential lots. 

  MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  
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3.0 Agriculture 

Statement of Intent 
Agriculture and providing services to the agricultural community are regarded as important land use activities 
in Beaver County. Therefore, it is essential that this Plan’s intent and policies be directed towards promoting 
the long-term future of agriculture by protecting the land base and providing an environment that wwiillll benefit 
the agricultural community and economy. In order to achieve this, agriculture is viewed as a priority use when 
affected by competing land uses in most of the County. 

Objectives 

» To support agriculture as an integral and viable component of the regional economy and rural social 
structure; 

» To protect agricultural land from unreasonable encroachment; 

» To minimize conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land users; 

» To encourage the rational diversification and intensification of agricultural activities; 

» To minimize the negative impacts of agricultural activities by encouraging good stewardship of the 
land; and, 

» To support innovative agricultural-related activities and the development of value-added agricultural 
uses in the County, in a managed way to reduce their impacts on adjoining lands.  

Policies 
3.1 Map 1 shows those lands that are designated Agricultural to which the objectives and policies of this 

Section sshhaallll apply. 

3.2 The County sshhoouulldd  conserve the Agricultural Area for agricultural and agricultural-related uses while 
enabling the development of secondary products related to agricultural production. 

3.3 The County sshhaallll maintain that the primary use of the Agricultural Area is for extensive and intensive 
agricultural uses and confined feeding operations involving the production of feed grains, cereal 
grains, forage crops, specialty crops, livestock and other animals on a commercial basis. Other uses 
which, in the opinion of Council, do not unduly affect present or future agricultural pursuits mmaayy also 
be allowed on a permitted or discretionary basis provided that the development wwiillll  nnoott adversely 
affect the agricultural community.  

MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  
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2.0 Vision and Goals 

Vision 
The goal of Beaver County is to conserve and enhance the County’s agricultural and rural character while 
encouraging environmentally sound, sustainable economic development. 

The County foresees agriculture and agricultural services as major economic forces in the community. The 
conservation of agricultural land and measures designed to assist the continuation of agricultural activities wwiillll 
remain a priority in most of the County. 

Although the Council of Beaver County regards agricultural land as an important asset, they recognize the need 
to promote economic diversification so that all residents are able to enjoy optimum working and living standards.  
This economic diversification mmuusstt be environmentally sound and compatible with the rural character of the 
County. 

In the west end of the County, where the agricultural capability of land is limited and where country residential 
development predominates, the County wwiillll allow residential development that can be harmonized with the 
unique environmental sensitivities of the area. 

Goals 

» Conservation of agricultural land and encouragement of diversity in the agricultural and the 
agricultural service sectors; 

» Preservation of wildlife habitats and environmentally sensitive areas; and 

» Provision of the infrastructure necessary to encourage sustainable, environmentally sound economic 
development. 

   

MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann    BBeeaavveerr  CCoouunnttyy  
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1.0 Interpretation 
The structure of this Plan is such that each Section follows a topic, and each topic has desired objectives and 
policy directions to achieve the objectives and ultimately the overall vision and goals. This structure works best 
when the document is interpreted in a holistic manner where each of the policies are viewed in the context of 
one another rather than separately. Generally, the objectives – and ultimately the vision and goals – of this Plan 
are more likely to be achieved by addressing the complete set of policy directions.  

This Plan contains the operative words “sshhaallll”, “mmuusstt”, “wwiillll”, “sshhoouulldd”, and “mmaayy”. The interpretation of these 
words is outlined below: 

““SShhaallll””,,  ““MMuusstt””,,  oorr  ““WWiillll”” – indicates that actions are mandatory. 

““SShhoouulldd”” – indicates direction to strive to achieve the outlined action but is not mandatory. 

““MMaayy”” – is discretionary, meaning the policy in question can be enforced if the County chooses to do so. 
This is typically dependent on context and individual circumstances. 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS CHANGES

CHANGES TO THE MUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN LAYOUT

The layout has been changed to:

 » Acquire more colour which produces a less daunting 
document to use;

 » Include colour coded sections for easier navigation; 

 » Retain a brand for the County which establishes the 
County’s identity and values;

 » Contain font that is easier to read; and

 » Provide ease in user journey and navigation throughout 
the document which makes it easier to operate.

Electronic Copy
The Municipal Development 
Plan will also be adapted 
electronically which enables 
connectivity throughout the 
document. By clicking on 
any section on the Table of 
Contents, users will be taken 
directly to the corresponding 
section within the document.   
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OVERVIEW OF DRAFT MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN CHANGES

DRAFT

Scan me to check out 
the updated Municipal 

Development Plan!

POLICY CHANGES
 » Resource Extraction: Clarified that the County issues 

approval first, not the Province.

 » Industrial Development: Strengthened policies for site 
considerations for industrial development and added 
policies to identify off-site levies.

 » Transportation and Utilities: Added policies for federal 
aviation requirements.

 » Country Residential Development: Multi-lot country 
residential development and subdivision requirements 
rewritten to ensure consistency with Land Use Bylaw.

 » Crown Lands and Telecommunications: Sections created 
to clarify role of the municipality for development. 

*Note: All other sections have minor updates to provide greater 
clarity or to remove redundancy in the sections.
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UPDATES TO THE MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN MAPS

The below map (Map 1 - Development Area) shows the high-level overall development plan for the future of Beaver 
County. The sub-maps show the specific, urban areas identified on the map and the high-level land uses planned for 
those areas in the future. These plans have been updated to align with Intermunicipal Development Plans. 
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