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OVERVIEW OF DRAFT LAND USE BYLAW CHANGES
OVERALL PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE LAND 
USE BYLAW

 » Reformatted the document to increase appeal and ease-of-use.

 » Moved administrative processes to the latter part of the Bylaw.

 » Updated/modernized language throughout.

 » Updated to match legislation and Intermunicipal Development Plan and 
Municipal Development Plan policies.  

 » Simplified and generalized many permitted and discretionary uses (every 
use has a definition now with consistent language).

 » Increased the number of permitted and discretionary uses in every district.

 » Added development regulations to every district for clear expectations 
around development standards.

DISTRICT CHANGES
Three districts are proposed to be added in the draft Land Use Bylaw which include: 

 » Crown Land District to provide the County the opportunity to provide input 
on the potential impact of land uses and development on those lands 
governed and managed by the Crown; 

 » Tourism District to provide opportunities for tourism-related businesses 
and activities within the rural environment; and

 » Direct Control District to enable Council to exercise particular control 
over the use and development of specific and unique land uses in any 
manner Council may consider necessary.

OVERLAY REGULATIONS
Overlays were added to the draft Land Use Bylaw to relate to specific setbacks 
required by legislation. These overlays include:

 » Airport Protection Overlay;

 » Landfill Setback Overlay; and 

 » Sanitary Facilities Overlay.

GENERAL USE REGULATIONS
Major updates to the general use regulations include:

 » Access and Parking: Removal of parking and loading minimums 
(previously at the discretion of the Development Authority).

 » Demolition and Removal of Buildings and Structures: Added regulations.

 » Specific Use Regulations: Added/strengthened a number of specific use 
regulations – ex. cannabis production facility,  campgrounds, cannabis 
retail, special event venues, home occupations, resource extraction, and 
shipping containers.

 » Dwelling Units on a Lot: Increased opportunities for additional dwelling 
units.

 » Application Referrals: Permitted uses with no variances are not required to 
be circulated to surrounding landowners. 

 » Subdivision Applications: Now require plans drawn to scale.
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5.1.2. 
Development regulations for development in the Agricultural District (A): 

RREEGGUULLAATT IIOONN  

PPRROOVVIISS IIOONN  

S ITE  DEVELOPMENT  

Parcel Area (minimum) 

for uses other than a farmstead separation or 

single vacant parcel 

One (1) half of the full quarter section 

Parcel Area (minimum - maximum) 

for farmstead separation or single vacant parcel 
0.4 (1.0 ac) – 4.0 ha (10.0 ac) 

Parcel Width (minimum)  

7.5 m (24.6 ft) 

Site Coverage (maximum) 

for uses other than a farmstead separation or 

single vacant parcel 

20 % 

PRINCIPAL  BUILDING 

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum) 

 

from centre line of a rural road 
38.0 m (125.0 ft) 

from centre line of a secondary road 
63.7 m (209.0 ft) 

from the centre line of a Highway 
71.6 (235.0 ft) 

Side Yard Setback (minimum) 

6.1 m (20.0 ft) 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

7.6 m (25.0 ft) 

Building Height (maximum) 

for dwellings 
12.0 m (39.4 ft) 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES  

Front and Flanking Yard Setback (minimum) 

Same as principal building regulations. 

Side Yard Setback (minimum) 

Rear Yard Setback (minimum) 

Building Height (maximum) 

NNOOTTEE::  RReeffeerreennccee  ootthheerr  sseeccttiioonnss  iinn  tthhiiss  BByyllaaww  ffoorr  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  rreegguullaattiioonnss..  
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CHANGES TO THE LAND USE BYLAW LAYOUT
The Land Use Bylaw has been updated to become more user friendly so anyone - regardless 
of knowledge or background - can utilize the document to their advantage.
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 9.1.1. 
Subdivision applications shall be completed and submitted to the Subdivision Authority in writing or 

electronically for any proposed subdivision, using the subdivision application form. 

9.1.2. 
All subdivision applications shall adhere to the minimum requirements outlined in the latest version 

of the Beaver County’s Design Guidelines and Construction Standards and will include the following 

mandatory subdivision application requirements: 

a. A complete subdivision application form with the signature of the landowner(s) or an agent 

authorized by the landowner(s) to prepare and submit the application; 

b. Permission for reasonable right-of-entry by County staff for site inspection.  

c. Current Certificate of Title dated within thirty (30) days prior to the application date.  

d. Location of existing and abandoned well and battery sites, or a declaration stating that there are 

not present. 

e. A site plan, to scale and in m, indicating the location, dimensions, and boundaries of the parcel 

to be subdivided. 

f. The proposed lot(s) to be registered in a Land Titles Office. 

g. A site plan indicating the location, dimensions, and boundaries of: 

(i) 
every new lot to be created 

(ii) 
municipal and environmental reserves 

(iii) easements and utility rights-of-way 

(iv) internal roadways 

(v) 
land uses 

(vi) water and wastewater servicing 

(vii) stormwater servicing 

(viii) location of buildings and their support infrastructure (e.g., party areas, accessory buildings, 

etc.), if applicable 

h. All applicable fees. 

9.1.3. 
The Subdivision Authority, at its discretion, may also request other information as identified in 

Section 4, subsection (3) and (4) of the Subdivision and Development Regulation. 

 

 

 

7 

1.4 In portions of the County where multi-lot country residential subdivisions predominate, 
agriculture and agriculture-related uses will be allowed, but a wider range of non-
agricultural uses may occur and agriculture will not be the primary use and may be 
somewhat controlled.  Specifically, on the south side of Highway #14 and west of Range 
Road 201, as outlined in Map 11 of this Plan, no confined feeding operations or manure 
storage facilities, which require an approval, registration or authorization under the 
Agricultural Operation Practices Act, will be allowed. 

 
1.5 Subdivision of land which is currently involved in agricultural uses will be discouraged.  

Council wishes to maintain a minimum agricultural parcel size of approximately one half 
of a quarter section. 

 
1.6  a) Notwithstanding Subsection 1.5 above, in order to preserve agricultural land and 

the potential for the agricultural use of land within the County, no more than two 
subdivisions for country residential uses, a farmstead, or a fragmentation shall be 
permitted. 

 
 b) Land subdivided for school sites, community halls, churches, and cemeteries is 

excluded from the maximum number of subdivisions permitted in a quarter 
section. 

 
1.7 Where agricultural land is taken for roads, rail lines, pipelines or other transmission lines, 

the County shall endorse only those proposals which minimize the fragmentation of 
agricultural land. 

 
1.8 The Natural Resources Conservation Board and approval officers appointed by that Board 

have jurisdiction over certain confined feeding operations and manure storage facilities in 
that they require an authorization, registration, or an approval under the Agricultural 
Operation Practices Act.   The County’s policy is that all such confined feeding 
operations and manure storage facilities must fully satisfy all the requirements and 
regulations adopted under that Act, specifically the minimum distance separation 
requirements and the land base requirements. 

 
1.9 Having acknowledged the Natural Resources Conservation Board’s jurisdiction over 

certain confined feeding operations and manure storage facilities, the County recognizes 
its responsibility and inherent right to effectively plan the location of confined feeding 
operations and manure storage facilities in keeping with other conflicting land uses within 
the County.  In addition to the minimum distance separation (MDS) requirements 
provided through regulation adopted under the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, the 
County’s policy is that confined feeding operations requiring registrations or approvals 
and manure storage facilities requiring authorizations under that Act shall not be allowed 
within the following areas: 

 
a) within the area described in Policy 1.4 of this Plan, 

 
b) near the boundaries of a hamlet, village or town as outlined in Maps 3 to 8, 

inclusive, of this Plan, which areas shall be considered an urban fringe when 
calculating the regulations approved under the Agricultural Operation Practices 
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DEVELOPMENT AND 
SUBDIVISION PROCESS
The main changes to the development and 
subdivision process involves: 

 » Moving the subdivision regulations from 
the Municipal Development Plan to the 
Land Use Bylaw; and 

 » Adding the development permit extensions 
and revisions sections.

DRAFT

DRAFT

THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

WHAT IS A LAND USE 
DISTRICT? 

Land use districts are areas of land that 
are designated which corresponds to 
what uses are allowed and regulations 
that must be met for specific uses. Each 
district outlines the purpose and intent 
for the use of lands and includes rules 
and regulations that must be followed 
when developing. 

WHAT IS AN 
OVERLAY?
Overlays are applied to areas 
that have special features. 
An overlay is an additional 
layer of planning regulation 
to provide more specialized 
controls for specific land 
features. 
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OVERLAY MAPS
Overlays are applied to areas that have special features. An overlay is an additional layer of planning regulation to provide more 
specialized controls for specific land features. These maps show the proposed overlays and where they apply in the Land Use 
Bylaw Update. 

 » The Airport Protection Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of the airport and airfields. This is a 
requirement within the Aeronautics Act. This overlay will help protect public health, safety, and welfare, while providing 
free and unobstructed passage of aircrafts through the airspace above the community. 

 » The Landfill Setback Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of waste facilities to achieve the 
compatibility between uses. This is a requirement within Section 17 of the Matters related to Subdivision and 
Development Regulations within the Municipal Government Act. This overlay makes sure uses like housing, schools, or 
food establishments are located at a safe distance away from such facilities. 

 » The Sanitary Facilities Overlay will help regulate the land uses in the vicinity of sanitary facilities to achieve the 
compatibility between uses. This is a requirement within Section 17 of the Matters related to Subdivision and 
Development Regulations within the Municipal Government Act. This overlay is similar to the Landfill Setback Overlay 
as it makes sure uses like housing, schools, or food establishments are located at a safe distance away from such 
facilities. 

AIRPORT PROTECTION OVERLAY MAPS

LANDFILL SETBACK OVERLAY MAPS SANITARY FACILITIES OVERLAY MAPS
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LAND USE BYLAW UPDATED LAND USE DISTRICT TABLE

UPDATED LAND USE DISTRICT TABLE
The draft Land Use Bylaw includes an updated Land Use District Table that provides a quick snapshot of the 
permitted or discretionary uses in every district. If the use is not indicated as either permitted or discretionary, 
it is not allowed.

P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

EstablishmentBed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast 

 Establishment
P D D 

 
P D 

    

Breweries, Wineries, Distilleries D D P D P    P D 

Broadcasting Studio   P P    D P D 

Business Support Service  D P P    P P P 

Campground D D   P D    

Cannabis Cultivation P   D D   D D P 

Cannabis Production Facility  D  D P    D D P 

Cannabis Retail Sales  D P D D   D P D 

Commercial School  D P P    D P  

Commercial Storage D  P P    P P P 

Commercial Storage, 
Temporary 

D  D P    D D P 

Communal Living D D         

Community Recreation P P D D D P  D D D 

Compost Facilities - Class I       P    

Compost Facilities - Class II       P    

Custodial Quarters    P    P P P 

Custom Workshop D D D P D D  P P P 

Daycare Facility D D P   D   P  

Drive-thru Business  D P P    D P P 

Dwelling, Accessory Unit P P D   D     

Dwelling, Semi Detached D P    D     

Dwelling, Single Detached P P D  P P     

Bed and Breakfast

EstablishmentBed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast Bed and Breakfast 

 Establishment
P D D 

 
P D 

    

Breweries, Wineries, Distilleries D D P D P    P D 

Broadcasting Studio   P P    D P D 

Business Support Service  D P P    P P P 

Campground D D   P D    

Cannabis Cultivation P   D D   D D P 

Cannabis Production Facility  D  D P    D D P 

Cannabis Retail Sales  D P D D   D P D 

Commercial School  D P P    D P  

Commercial Storage D  P P    P P P 

Commercial Storage, 
Temporary 

D  D P    D D P 

Communal Living D D         

Community Recreation P P D D D P  D D D 

Compost Facilities - Class I       P    

Compost Facilities - Class II       P    

Custodial Quarters    P    P P P 

Custom Workshop D D D P D D  P P P 

Daycare Facility D D P   D   P  

Drive-thru Business  D P P    D P P 

Dwelling, Accessory Unit P P D   D     

Dwelling, Semi Detached D P    D     

Dwelling, Single Detached P P D  P P     

Bed and Breakfast

P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

P D 
  

P D 
    

Equipment Rentals D D P P     P D 

Farm and Industrial Machinery 
Sale, Rental, and Service 

D  D P    D D P 

Fleet Services   D P    P P D 

Food and Beverage Products D  P P P   P P D 

Food Service, Mobile Catering D D P P P D  P P D 

Food Service, Restaurant D D P D P D  P P D 

Food Service, Specialty D D P D P D  D P D 

Fuels and Chemicals Sale and 
Storage 

   D      D 

Funeral Services    P P    P P  

General Commercial Uses D D P D D D  D P  

General Contractor Services D D P P     P P 

General Retail Stores  D P D D   P P D 

Government Services P P P P  P  P P P 

Green Houses and Plant 
Nursery 

D  P  P D  P P  

Group Home, Major D D    D     

Group Home, Minor P P    D     

Highway Commercial Use D D P D    D P D 

Home Occupations, Home 
Office 

P P P   P     

Home Occupations, Type I P P P   P     

Equestrian Facility and Rodeo
Arena  

D D D 
  

D 
    

Home Parks D D   D D     

Indoor Participant Recreation 
Uses 

 D P D P   P D  

Industrial, Heavy        D   D 

Industrial, Light   D D P    P P P 

Industrial, Medium    D    D D P 

Institutional Uses D D P D D D  D P  

Kennel D   P  D    P 

Landfills – Class I       D    

Landfills - Class II       P    

Landfills - Class III D   D   P    

Liquor Retail Sales  D P D P   D P D 

Local Industrial Uses D D D P  D   P  

Manufactured Home Parks  D    D     

Municipal Shop and Storage 
Yard 

P   P   P P P P 

Natural Resource Extraction 
Industry 

D   D      D 

Oilfield Waste Related Facilities       D    

Other Similar and Compatible 
Uses 

D D D D D D D D D D 

Outdoor Sale and Storage D  P P    P P P 

Personal Service Shops  D P D P    P  

Home Occupations, Type II

 D D P P     P P 

Pet Cemeteries D          

Professional and/or 
Administrative Offices 

 D P P P   P P P 

Public Parks and Playgrounds P P P P P P  P P P 

Recreation Uses D D D D P D     

Recreation, Extensive P P   P   P   

Recreational Vehicle Uses P P   P P     

Recycling Depot D D P P  D  D P P 

Recycling Oil Depot    D      D 

Recycling Plants    D   P   D 

Renewable and Alternate 
Energy Facility 

D  P P   P P P P 

Residential/ Security Caretaker 
Unit 

  P P P   P P P 

Signs D P Lorem ipsum P P  D P P P P 

Solar Collectors, Commercial D   P D  P P  P 

Solar Collectors, Personal P P P P P P P P P P 

Special Event Venue D  P D P D  D D  

Storage Sites D   D  D P   D 

Supportive Housing  D P    P     

Temporary Accommodations P D   P D     

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Major 

D   D   D D D D 

Utility and Transportation 
Uses, Minor 

P P P P  P P P P P 

P

Pet Care Services

D 
 

D P 

   
D D P 

Veterinary Service D D P D  D  D P P 

Visitor Accommodations P D D  P D   D  

Warehouse Sales   P P     P P 

Vehicle and Equipement
Storage  

D D D 
  

D 
    

Home Parks D D   D D     

Indoor Participant Recreation 
Uses 

 D P D P   P D  

Industrial, Heavy        D   D 

Industrial, Light   D D P    P P P 

Industrial, Medium    D    D D P 

Institutional Uses D D P D D D  D P  

Kennel D   P  D    P 

Landfills – Class I       D    

Landfills - Class II       P    

Landfills - Class III D   D   P    

Liquor Retail Sales  D P D P   D P D 

Local Industrial Uses D D D P  D   P  

Manufactured Home Parks  D    D     

Municipal Shop and Storage 
Yard 

P   P   P P P P 

Natural Resource Extraction 
Industry 

D   D      D 

Oilfield Waste Related Facilities       D    

Other Similar and Compatible 
Uses 

D D D D D D D D D D 

Outdoor Sale and Storage D  P P    P P P 

Personal Service Shops  D P D P    P  

Home Occupations, Type II

P = PERMITTED USE  
D = DISCRETIONARY USE  A U

G
 

RC
 

RI
 

T C
R 

LC
 

IE
 

IL
 

IM
 

Abattoir D D D D       

Accessory Building P P P P P P P P P P 

Accessory Use P P P P P P P P P P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Commercial 

P D P P     D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Primary 

P  D P P D  D D D 

Agricultural Operations, 
Secondary 

P  D P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, 
Support Service 

D D P P    D D P 

Agricultural Operations, Value 
Added 

P    P D     

Agricultural, Product 
Processing 

D   P    D D P 

Agri-tourism P  P  P D     

Air Supported and Fabric 
Covered Structures 

P  P P   P D P P 

Animal Hospital and Shelter D D  P    D D P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Indoor 

D   P    D P P 

Auctioneering Establishment, 
Outdoor 

D   P    D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Major 

D  D P 
 

  D D P 

Automotive and Equipment 
Sale, Repair, Rental, and 
Storage, Minor 

P  P P 
 

  P P P 

DISTRICT KEY
A - Agricultural District 

UG - Urban General District 

RC - Rural Commercial District 

RI - Rural Industrial District

T - Tourism District 

CR - Country Residential District 

LC - Landfill and Compositing 
District 

IE - Low Impact Eco-Friendly 
Industrial District 

IL - Business/Light Industrial 
District 

IM - Medium Industrial District 

WHAT DOES 
PERMITTED AND 
DISCRETIONARY 
MEAN?

 » Permitted uses are 
uses that are allowed 
subject to meeting all 
the regulations of the 
Land Use Bylaw.

 » Discretionary uses are 
uses that may or may 
not be appropriate 
to the surrounding 
environment that the 
County could approve 
or refuse.
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FIND YOUR LAND USE DISTRICT!

LAND USE BYLAW 
LAND USE DISTRICT 

MAP 10.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 140, Ryley, AB T0B 4A0 
Ph: 780-663-3730 

Toll Free: 1-866-663-1333 
Email: administration@beaver.ab.ca 

Website: www.beaver.ab.ca 
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LEGEND – LAND USE AREA 
 
 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 LANDFILL & COMPOSING DISTRICT 
 RURAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 BUSINESS/LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 MEDIUM INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 LOW IMPACT ECO-FRIENDLY 
 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
 URBAN MUNICIPALITY 
 

9 

RYLEY 

TWP. 50   RGE. 16 

TWP. 49   RGE. 16 TWP. 49   RGE. 17 

TWP. 50   RGE. 17 

WHAT LAND USE 
DISTRICT ARE YOU IN?
Every piece of land is districted for a use. 
Map 10.1 shows the high level land use 
districts of Beaver County. Find where you 
live on the map and follow it to the sub-
maps!
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FIND YOUR LAND USE DISTRICT!




