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Remembrance services were held November 11 throughout the county in Viking, Holden, Ryley and Tofield. 
In Viking, Division 5 Councillor Dale Pederson deposits a wreath on behalf of Beaver County at the 
Community Hall.               PATRICIA HARCOURT PHOTO

Beaver County Deputy Reeve and Division 3 Councillor Eugene Hrabec (centre) is given his 9-year pin at 
RMA in Edmonton. The pin was awarded for service to the Rural Municipalities of Alberta as well as Beaver 
County. Photo provided.

   Beaver County Council presented a reso-
lution at the convention of 2022 supporting 
recruiting and hiring more nurse practition-
ers in rural parts of the province and coun-
ty. 
   “Beaver County is advocating for addi-
tional care for seniors before they need a 
long term care bed, as well as for more rural 
long-term non-private beds,” said Camrose 
MLA Jackie Lovely. “This would take the 
load off nurses and hospital beds in the 
Tofield and Viking Hospitals.” 
   “They are also advocating for support to 
keep Holden Lodge viable as it is critical to 
the Village of Holden and its residents,” she 
said. “It’s all about providing services to 
those who built this province.” 
   Beaver County Deputy Reeve Gene 
Hrabec (Division 3 councillor) was in 
Edmonton at the Alberta Legislature and 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta convention 
last week to advocate on behalf of long term 
beds for seniors.  Hrabec is the chair of 
Beaver Foundation, which oversees govern-
ment owned and operated seniors facilities 
in Beaver County.  
   “Beaver County Council and I have been 
in conversation with Minister Jason Nixon, 
Minister of Seniors, Community and Social 
Services of Alberta,” said Lovely. “I found 
the Minister to be quite supportive of our 
advocacy for Holden. I look forward to the 
next step,” said Lovely.
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Join us in celebrating the retirement of our distinguished CEO,
Pierre Breau, on yFriday,, November 24. The retirement
celebration will take place at the eRyleyy Hall, located at 5103 49
Street from 2:00 5:00 pm. and is open to the entire community.
This event will feature a brief program starting at 2:30 pm, 
leaving the rest of the afternoon for guests to connect with
Pierre. Light refreshments will be available.

Management Services Commission (Beaver Municipal
Solutions) began in 2011. Through his visionary leadership, the
organization evolved into Claystone Waste, a municipally
controlled corporation. Under his guidance, Claystone
transitioned from a modest regional landfill into a western
Canadian waste management leader. It has consistently
demonstrated operational excellence in waste disposal an
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Toll Free: 1.855.221.2038 Ph: 780.6
50117 Range Road 173 (Secondary Highway 854) Box

Landfill and Ryley Transfer Statio
Weekdays 9:00 am - 4:30 pm; Saturdays / STAT

Closed Sundays
NOTE: customers must arrive at least 15 minu

kLindbrook Transfer Station H
Tues 10:30 am - 5:30 pm; Thurs 11:30 am - 6:30 pm; S

Tofield Transfer Station Hou
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some funding support are encourage
application. This program is not for individua

oLarge capital projjects do not qualify fo
example, if your organization is developin
overall capital project would not be co
application for a bench or waste receptacle
park would qualify.

If you have any questions about our bi-an
or would like to request an application form
office at 780.663.2038, extension 122.

 

      
            

 
          

  
     

  
                  

   
         

   
           

   
           

 

     
          

        
           

           
          

           
      

 

     
         

       
      

         
       

       
       

       
 

         
       

     
       

    
     

     
 

 
    

           
       

           
        

         
 

          
          

         
           

   
 
          
           

     

Wed, Fri and Sat 10:30 am - 5:30

Viking Transfer Station Hou
Tues 10:30 am - 5:30 pm; Sat 10:30 am

Kinsella Transfer Station Ho
Wed 11:00 am - 5:00 pm; Fri 11:00 am

Please RSVP 

to Leanne

 780-385-8775

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County Council voted down a notice of motion by Councillor Barry 
Bruce (Division 4) 4-1 in favour of getting more information before deciding on 
a path forward. 
   Bruce made the motion at the Nov. 1 regular meeting, which read: “That coun-
cil consider Councillor Bruce’s Notice of Motion to direct administration to draft 
a bylaw to create an assessment subclass for abandoned and unsightly buildings 
in hamlets and subdivisions.” 
   However, council made it clear this wasn’t an outright rejection of the principle 
idea behind Bruce’s intention of finding a way to deal with abandoned and 
unsightly buildings. Bruce served notice he would be bringing the motion to 
council at a previous meeting, particularly targeting problem properties in the 
Hamlet of Bruce which he represents as a councillor. 
   Bruce had stated that he was taking the example of the City of Edmonton’s 
“mature area derelict residential assessment subclass,” introduced by the city to 
put a tax on its own properties. 
   Bruce stated his intention was for the county to get some revenue from these 
properties and add an incentive for them to be cleaned up. 
   Margaret Jones, manager of legislative services, said the notice of motion came 
from a councillor so administration could not comment but did provide two doc-
uments from the city of Edmonton. 
   Bruce provided council with an explanation as to the reason for his motion, 
stating he had lived in the community “my whole life,” and knew “lots of 
responsible landowners” who cleaned up their properties once they were no 
longer being used. 
   But there are also irresponsible landowners who “don’t do the right thing,” he 
said, and leave their buildings abandoned to become dangerous, smelly and 
infested with animals. 
   He worried about cellars that used to be used to collect runoff in the spring 
now being a danger to people entering old buildings looking for antique, or curi-
ous kids just looking around. 
   “It’s a stark reminder of what can happen,” he said, referring to abandoned 
wells. Bruce said he is asking the people who own these rundown properties “to 
pay taxes like everyone else,” noting one such landowner only pays $23 for 
annual taxes. 
   “You can vote against this motion ,” said Bruce, but felt it was council’s respon-
sibility “to get a few extra tax dollars to benefit the community.” He added he 
was “not asking to evict anyone,” but “if they are not living there they should 
pay tax like anybody else.” 
   Councillor Lionel Williams (Division 2) said he “appreciates (Bruce’s) reflec-
tions,” but wondered if this tax should be restricted to just hamlets and  

Continued on BCC3
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 subdivisions. 
   “There are lots of abandoned wells,” 
he said, throughout the county that 
should be addressed. “There are lots of 
unsightly properties that don’t have 
buildings but a lot of other things,” that 
need clearing up. 
   He asked if the intent of the motion 
could be expanded to include all proper-
ties (not just buildings) in the entire 
county. 
   But Bruce said he “stands by my origi-
nal motion,” and would not accept a 
friendly amendment as his intent was “to 
target buildings in public spaces.” 
   Williams replied that he “would rather 
treat everybody the same.” 
   Bruce said Williams’ point was a good 
one, but they are all paying taxes where-
as these derelict properties in the hamlets 
and subdivisions are not. 
   And neighbours live close together in 
the hamlets, so a rundown property next 
door or across the street “is a non-stop 
24-hour a day problem” for their neigh-
bours. 
   “If we defeat this motion, nothing will 
happen and people want something 

done,” said Bruce. 
   But Councillor Dale Pederson 
(Division 5) said nothing will happen 
even if taxes are imposed on such a prop-
erty. 
   “People pay taxes and then where does 
it go from there?” he asked. “I don’t 
think that this is really going to yield 
anything in the end.” 
   Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 
3) said he was “not against what is being 
said,” but pointed out that such proper-
ties have been taken by the county for 
back taxes. The county then cleans them 
up before putting them up for sale.  But 
sometimes the owner comes back and 
pays the taxes before the sale happens, 
leaving the county “on the hook” for the 
cleanup. 
   Jones replied that, if a cleanup order 
had been issued against the property pre-
viously, the cost can be added to the next 
taxes imposed. However, there are issues 
along with demolishing a building such 
as dealing with asbestos. 
   “We need all that information before 
proceeding,” said Hrabec, noting the 
county “already has a derelict building 
bylaw.” 
   Hrabec felt “there are better ways to 
handle it,” citing the Kinsella ag society’s 
grass cutting in its own hamlet. 
   “If we had a report to answer those 

questions we could make a better deci-
sion,” he said. “I think there’s a way to 
do it. I think we already have the tools in 
our tool kit, we just don’t use them.” 
   He agreed with Williams on another 
point: “I don’t like treating anybody, cer-
tain classes of people, differently,” he 
said. “I don’t want to pick a class…I 
think we can fix these things” without 
doing that. 
   Reeve Kevin Smook (Division 1) added 
his voice to that stating he didn’t support 
the motion as introduced. “I do like cre-
ating a separate assessment for proper-
ties with abandoned or derelict build-
ings…but only if it is county-wide.” 
   Williams asked, regarding Hrabec’s 
comments, why the county hasn’t done 
anything about the derelict properties if 
there are already bylaws to deal with 
them. 
   Jones replied that there is a nuisance 
bylaw on the books already, but acting on 
it is difficult without a working defini-
tion of what unsightly means. 
“Establishing a level of service for ham-
lets is a top priority for the county,” she 
said, in the New Year. 
   Said Bruce: “If we want people to come 
to the community we need to clean them 
up…We’re shooting ourselves right 
square in the foot.” 
   Bruce said he has been on county 

council for the past six years and brought 
up these issues several times, with noth-
ing done. 
   “These are big, big issues,” he said. 
“We give it all kinds of lip service…and 
we’re not using them (the bylaws). We’re 
coming to council meetings and we’re 
not doing anything. 
   “All I am asking is to elevate the tax to 
what the neighbour is paying,” he said. 
“We can use the money for the benefit of 
the community.” 
   After Bruce’s original motion was 
defeated, Hrabec proposed another 
motion that passed after an amendment 
by Smook was made to it that the motion 
refer to abandoned properties not aban-
doned buildings. 
   The motion passed read: “Direct 
administration to prepare a report 
regarding existing policies, administra-
tive procedures and bylaws to address 
unsightly complaints, including costs to 
administer these policies and bylaws.” 
   And further, “Administration is also to 
seek legal advice regarding the assess-
ment subclass bylaw for abandoned and 
unsightly properties throughout the 
county.” 
   Council will deal with this report at a 
later council date, or possibly at a 
Governance and Priorities Committee 
meeting for further discussion.

Notice 

Continued from BCC2
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