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   After serving the community for 
many years, Cargill Ltd. is closing its 
doors for good as of Jan. 31. The clo-
sure of the crop input facility and 
grain elevator will result in the loss of 
four jobs for the community, as well 
as business from area producers. 
   “Four positions were impacted by 
the closure,” stated Bridget 
Christensen, Cargill spokesperson. 
“Employees were given two months 
working notice, offered severance and 
encouraged to reapply to open posi-
tions within Cargill.” 
   She added: “Impacted employees 
also have been provided access to 
career transition services.” 
   The reason for the closure is 
unclear; however, Christensen said it 

occurred following a review process. 
“We continually evaluate our assets to 
ensure they are safe and provide the 
best efficiency and value,” explained 
Christensen. “As part of that review 
process, the decision was made to 
close Cargill’s facility.” 
   Once the doors close at the end of 
the month, the next step has yet to be 
determined. “The future of the facility 
has yet to be determined,” she said. 
   It was the second to operate as a 
Cargill elevator in Viking over the 
years, with the first facility sold 14 
years ago. 
   In 2010, the smaller of the compa-
ny’s two grain elevators was sold to 
Providence Grain Solutions. 
Providence bought Cargill’s Viking 
‘B’ concrete elevator, which was locat-
ed on CN track off Highway 14. 

   Cargill kept its “Viking West eleva-
tor” located half a mile north at the 
junction of Highways 14 and 36. 
Christensen said Cargill acquired the 
current facility, now slated for closure, 
from Agricore United (now part of 
Viterra) “sometime in the 2000s.” 

   The closure of this second facility 
will end Cargill’s involvement in the 
grain industry in Viking and area. 
   “Farmers that typically delivered to 
Viking will now have the choice to 
deliver to Camrose or Vermilion,” 
Christensen said.

Serving all the farms, ranches, 
acreages and towns in 

Beaver County

Bruce, Holden,
Kinsella

Ryley, Tofield, Viking

The Beaver County 

hronicleCC
A Free Weekly Publication Serving All of Beaver County

Wednesday February 16 2022 Volume 15 Issue 7

Hubert & Margaret Graham
Parts, Sales & Service

Bus: 780-663-3759
Res: 780-662-2384
Fax: 780-663-3799

ryalta@digitalweb.net
5108 - 50th St. Ryley, AB., T0B 4J0

BEAVER COUNTY SEED CLEANING CO-OP
For Sale: Common Seed Oats,

Pony Oats and Barley

Phone 780-688-3917   •   Holden, AB

Wednesday, November , 2023, Volume 16, Issue 46

BEAVER COUNTY SEED CLEANING CO-OP
September & October

Open by appointment only
Phone 780-688-3917 •   Holden, AB

November

Wednesday, January 24, 2024, Volume 17, Issue 04

AANNUALNNUAL GGENERALENERAL MMEETINGEETING OFOF
BBEAVEREAVER CCOUNTYOUNTY SSEEDEED CCLEANINGLEANING CCOO--OPOP

Held at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, February 1, 2024

at the Holden Complex
COFFEE & DONUTS WILL BE PROVIDED

Hubert & Margaret Graham
Parts, Sales & Service

Bus: 780-663-3759
Res: 780-662-2384
Fax: 780-663-3799

ryalta@digitalweb.net
5108 - 50th St. Ryley, AB., T0B 4A0

Cargill closing Viking facility as of Jan. 31

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County is once again 
looking to future meetings to gar-
ner support for projects and gain 
learning opportunities. 
   Discussion at the Jan. 17 council 
meeting centred on possible oppor-
tunities to meet officials and 
provincial ministers at upcoming 
events. 
   Most importantly would be the 
Rural Municipalities Association 
(RMA) spring convention to be 
held March 18-20 in Edmonton. 
   Councillors agreed meeting with 
Minister of Municipal Affairs Ric 
McIver was opportune for the 
county. 
   Council discussed the need to 
bring a list of topics, including the 
issue of the Local Government 
Fiscal Framework (LGFF) as sug-

gested by Reeve Kevin Smook 
(Division 1) and Councillor Lionel 
Williams (Division 2). 
   Williams noted that “some 
municipalities are not happy with” 
the program, but Beaver isn’t in 
that position.  
   “ABmunis helped the govern-
ment “design and finalize the cre-
ation of Alberta’s newest municipal 
infrastructure program,” according 
to its website but is not positive 
about the change in programs from 
MSI. 
   LGFF replaces the Municipal 
Sustainability Initiative (MSI) for 
capital funding to help municipali-
ties with maintaining, improving 
or developing infrastructure in 
provincial municipalities. 
   Beaver County has a more posi-
tive attitude towards the new pro-
gram. 

   “We probably came out with a 
win with LGFF,” said Deputy 
Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3).” 
   After receiving LGFF funds from 
the province prior to 2024, the 
county saved part of it for future 
needs, he said: “We couldn’t get all 
we wanted but we’re okay with it…
We came out ahead from where we 
expected.” 
   Other issues that council could 
talk about while meeting with min-
isters at the convention was fund-
ing for libraries, the need for an 
assessment model review, long 
term grant funding, water manage-
ment as it relates to agriculture, and 
water supply as it relates to the 
county’s economic development 
needs. 
   “That’s plenty for a 15-minute 
window,” said Reeve Smook, refer-
ring to the length of time the meet-

ing would be with the minister. 
   CAO Kayleena Spiess suggested 
the meeting with McIver start on a 
positive note using the county’s 
successes as an opener. “Ministers 
like that,” she said. 
   And Williams suggested also dis-
cussing the LGFF on a positive 
note. “We should tell them it’s okay 
for Beaver County,” he said. 
   Reeve Smook agreed. stating the 
change to LGFF “could have been 
worse, it’s a good thing to open 
with.” 
   Other conventions discussed as 
opportune times for meeting offi-
cials included the Alberta 
Association of Agricultural 
Societies (ASSST) in Edmonton 
Feb. 1-3, and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) in 
Calgary June 6-9.

County looks to upcoming conventions to garner support
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   Beaver County Council approved a 
grant of $13,290 to the Tofield and Area 
Health Services Foundation at coun-
cil’s regular January 17 meeting. 
   Council had awarded a grant to the 
Viking Health Foundation of $6,800 in 
December. The amounts are based on 
population figures for each service 
area. Tofield service area has 66% of 
the county’s population and gets the 
larger share of the funding due to this 
factor. Viking service area has 34% of 
the population, based on 2023 census 
figures. 
   The funds stem from a $20,000 
amount set aside for helping the two 
foundations representing hospitals on 
either end of the county - Tofield in the 
west and Viking in the east. 
   Both foundations must provide a 
copy of financial statements and proj-
ects to be used by the county grant 
money. 
   Tofield’s foundation provided a list 
of projects that have been accom-
plished since their report last year, 
including the purchase of a Smart 
Drive power assist for increased 
mobility for $8,000; a large top load 
washer for long term care for $3,500; a 
medication cart with locked meds 

drawer and internet capacity for 
$8,500; a transfer cart used in conjunc-
tion with the medication cart for 
$4,700; a bath chair used with a lift to 
assist long term care residents for 
$2,500 and Phase 2 of the transforma-
tion project in long term care for 
$29,971. 
   “Many of the items we’ve purchased 
over the past few years are featured in 
the Health Foundation calendar we 
created for 2024,” stated foundation 
Chair Brenda Chehade, in her letter to 
council. 
   “In addition, our Health Foundation 
partnered with the Rural Health 
Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) and 
the Community Attraction and 
Retention Committee to host a High 
School Skills Day at the Ryley 
Community Centre, giving students a 
taste of what to expect if they pursue a 
career in health care,” she said. 
   “Our board also participated in a 
Strategic Planning Day to help deter-
mine the future direction of our 
Foundation,” Chehade added. 
   The foundation’s stated mission was 
“ro preserve and enhance the role of 
the Tofield Health Centre and associat-
ed providers of health care services to 
Tofield, Ryley, Holden, Beaver County 
and surrounding communities.”

Beaver Council grants 

Tofield Health Foundation 

$13,200 in support for 2024

A presentation was recently made from STARS to Beaver County.  Glenda 
Farnden, STARS Senior Municipal Liaison, presented a picture of their new 
Airbus H145 helicopter to Reeve Kevin Smook, in recognition of the County's 
ongoing support of the vital services provided by STARS.  

PHOTO SUPPLIED

STARS presents to County
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   Beaver County Council passed a 
new policy at the Jan. 17 regular meet-
ing that gives administration purchas-
ing authority for any items with a cost 
of up to $75,000. 
   Anything over $75,000 must be 
brought to council for approval. 
   Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) 
Kayleena Spiess told council she had 
the authority to approve a $50,000 pur-
chase, for example, but offered to con-
sult with council on larger purchases 
such as these. 
   In that way, she could keep council 
“in the loop” on purchases made by 
administration, she said. 
   “Over $75,000 it comes to council for 
approval,” she said. The new policy is 
designed to increase efficiency and 
streamline the process, she added. 
   “The main purpose of this policy is 
to allow administration to purchase 
assets in a fair, ethical, and legal man-
ner and provide competitive pricing 
for the county,” stated Ryan Arndt, 
general manager of corporate              
services. 
   “Administration aims to find the 
best value for Beaver County while 

minimizing administrative time,” he 
said, adding only cost overruns and 
change work orders over a nominal 
percentage on items already approved 
in the interim or final budget would 
require the CAO to notify council. 
   A motion by Councillor Pederson 
(Division 5) to rescind the old purchas-
ing policy was passed. 
   Then.a motion by Deputy Reeve 
Gene Hrabec (Division 3) to approve 
the new purchasing policy was also 
passed. 
   The motion included amendments 
to increase the “exemptions threshold” 
in policy guideline 2b) to $1,999 and 
the “small purchase” threshold in the 
administrative procedure from $250 to 
$1,999. 
   This change allows items of up to 
$1,999 to be purchased without requir-
ing a tender. Hrabec also felt the origi-
nally proposed $250 threshold for 
small item purchases was too low as 
many commonly needed items now 
cost much more, citing a simple pump 
as “easily” costing $1,000. 
   Arndt said the items under that 
$2,000 threshold “still get approved by 
the general manager (but) doesn’t 
have to go to tender.”

New policy gives county admin.  

purchasing authority up to $75,000
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