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Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Two dust control issues and their payment were 
part of county council’s decisions at the regular 
meeting Feb. 21. 
   A west end golf course has had its annual free dust 
control ended after five years at a cost to the county 
of $1,200 per year. 
   The county has decided to stop applying free dust 
control on the county service road adjacent to the 
Tofield Golf Course. 
   The free applications started five years ago when 
then reeve Jim Kallal made a motion to that effect at 
council. As well as the free dust control, the motion 
called for the service road to be graded “at the dis-
cretion of the landowner.” Council was also to give 
consideration for grading to the service road east of 
the golf course to Range Road 191 in the spring of 
2020. 
   At that time, four members of council voted in 
favour of the motion. Then councillor Kevin Smook 
(now county reeve) in Division 1 where the golf 
course is located voted against it. 
   Councillors in 2019 voting in favour were: Gene 
Hrabec (Division 3), Barry Bruce (Division 4) and 
Dale Pederson (Division 5), along with Kallal in 
Division 2. 

   The golf course asked for the dust control on the 
basis that the county’s service road was inundating 
the business with tremendous amounts of dust. The 
golf course felt the county should provide the dust 
control free of charge as it was the county road cre-
ating the issue. 
   Five years later, however, the same three council-
lors voted to end the free dust control upon recom-
mendation by administration. 
   The motion by Pederson passed unanimously at 
the Feb. 21 meeting, including new councillor Lionel 
Williams. Williams replaced Kallal in Division 2 after 
Kallal chose not to run in the last municipal election. 
   In making his motion, Pederson said the last five 
years of applications should still be effective in keep-
ing the dust down on the service road entrance for at 
least this year. 
   General Manager of Infrastructure Dan Blackie 
spoke to end the free dust control, pointing out that 
it cost the county $1,200 for each of the last five 
years. 
   The landowner will be notified of the decision, he 
said, and will have until April 5 to apply through the 
Dust Control Program for a paid application. As 
well, the Viking Hutterite Colony’s request to have 
Terra-Cem applied to a county road running to the 
colony entrance has been granted - with the pay-

ment of an improvement tax by the Colony. 
   Beaver County Council agreed to authorize 
administration to commence the Local Improvement 
Tax process with the colony for a Terra-Cem project 
on Range Road 120 from Twp. Rd. 490 north for one 
mile to the colony entrance. 
   The project will be undertaken this year, and hitch-
es a ride with another county project taking place in 
the vicinity.  
   “It’s considered long term dust control,” said 
Blackie, at the Feb. 21 regular meeting of council. 
   “The colony pays 100 per cent of the product,” he 
said of the agreement, and the county pays for the 
labour and equipment. 
   He added that “the colony wants to cost share,” 
noting: “The colony has seven years to pay (the 
improvement tax) off…I got it in writing.” 
   The project “is just a matter of going North from 
(the county’s) original work site,” he said, regarding 
roadwork already taking place this year in that area. 
   “Administration has provided a rough estimate 
based on 2023 pricing with a modest margin for 
inflation costs,” he states, in his report to council. 
   “The Viking Colony has responded in writing that 
they would like to proceed with the project and will 
pay over seven years as a Local Improvement Tax,” 
he said.

Last weekend the Tofield Curling Club hosted their Men’s Bonspiel. Eleven teams 
entered and Shauna Neufeld, Tofield Curling Club President, said it was a very 
successful weekend. Pictured L-R are A event winners on the Parent Team, Skip 
Ken Parent, Third Steve McKay, Second Kelsey Kisiloski, Lead Len Nearing.

Pictured L-R are B event winners on the Schultz Team, Skip Dave Schultz, Third 
Ron Cameron, Second Les Warner, Lead Mark Vasick.

Tofield Men’s Bonspiel A and B event winners

Free dust control ends for golf course; Colony will pay one mile
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   Beaver County needs 
more information about 
the Tofield Golden 
Club’s expansion project 
before deciding on a 
funding request from the 
club. 
   The club is marking its 
50th anniversary in 2025, 
and wants to expand the 
building it uses which is 
located across the street 
from the Tofield 
Municipal Office and 
Library. 
   Aimee Boese, general 
manager of community 
services for Beaver 
County, outlined the 
club’s objective. She said 
the club “is seeking to 
expand the current 
building to add ameni-
ties which will attract 
newly retired seniors 
with many more oppor-
tunities for social inter-
action, such as pickle 
ball, workshops, and a 
stage for arts and enter-
tainment.” 
   While 20 per cent of 
the club’s membership - 
which is open to people 
over the age of 50 - is 
from the county, “It is 
hoped that with 
increased space and 
opportunities that num-
ber will rise,” she said. 
   The club wants to 
build a new addition to 
their existing space, 
about 55 ft. by 100 ft., 
with a mezzanine for 
crafts and administrative 
offices. 
   The project’s estimated 
cost is $1.1 million to 
$1.5 million, and the club 
wants it started in the 
spring and completed a 
year later in time for the 
anniversary year. 
   In a letter to the coun-
ty, Golden Club 
Treasurer Jim Robichaud 
stated: “We have the full 
support of our commu-
nity behind us as 
demonstrated in a recent 
member meeting where 
those present voted 100 
per cent in favour of 
moving ahead.” 
   Boese stated that the 
club has not asked for 
any specific amount 
financially, but hopes 

that the county will 
match the Town of 
Tofield’s contributions. 
   The town has donated 
the land, valued at 
$230,000, for a dollar. A 
separate contribution by 
the town of $40,000 was 
made to help with 
design work for the proj-
ect. 
   One design element 
mentioned in the letter 
was to convert the club’s 
coffee room into a “60s 
themed retro design,” 
and another was to make 
the area that once 
housed the fire station 
into a small engine 
repair and wood work-
ing shop. 
   Said Robichaud: 
“Tofield Mayor Deb 
Dueck and town council 
are working with us and 
have passed motions for 
the current building and 
land to be sold to the 
Golden Club for one dol-
lar.” 
   Boese posed some 
questions for council to 
consider before deciding 
on a request amount. 
The county should deter-
mine if this is a one-time 
request only, if there are 
other ways to support 

the membership of coun-
ty seniors, and if the 
expansion fits into any 
long-term strategic plans 
for either the town or the 
county. 
   Reeve Kevin Smook 
(Division 1) felt the offi-
cials from the club 
should come to the coun-
ty’s Governance and 
Priorities Committee 
meeting, “to share their 
concept with us.” 
   He added: “I see meat 
in the project in principle 
but we lack details for 
council to consider.” 
   But Deputy Reeve 
Gene Hrabec (Division 
3) worried about opera-
tional expenses going 
forward. He also won-
dered if buildings 
already in existence 
shouldn’t be utilized 
more rather than adding 
to them. 
   “We have lots of facili-
ties we are trying to keep 
running,” he said. 
Hrabec is the chair of the 
Beaver Foundation, 
which operates the gov-
ernment-run housing for 
seniors in the county. 
The foundation is having 
trouble filling its vacan-
cies in two or three facil-

ities in the county. 
   Other factors that 
might affect the project 
include the possibility of 
a new community centre 
being built in Tofield, he 
said. 
   “We need to know 
how many people they 
have talked to, other 
groups, etc.” said 
Hrabec, concerning the 
seniors club project. 
   Smook agreed: “We 
could ask them to a 
future meeting.” 
   A motion was passed 
to follow the recommen-
dation for administra-
tion to gather additional 
information about the 
Tofield Golden Club 
expansion project, 
including detailed finan-
cial planning, and pro-
vide a report at a future 
council meeting. 
   Boese said “there can 
be an opportunity to 
review the shared servic-
es agreement (with the 
club) down the road.”
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Wanda Baraniuk of Holden, Alberta
passed away on February 24, 2024 at
the Tofield Health Center at the age of
74 years.

She is survived by her husband Bill
and her loving family and friends.

A memorial service was held at 2:00
p.m., Monday, March 4, 2024 at the
Tofield United Church.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Tofield and Area Health Foundation.

Wanda
Baraniuk

Weber Funeral Home
780-662-3959

www.weberfuneralhome.ca

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Tofield Golden Club requests 
funding for expansion project

CW Sears Pink Shirt Day: CW Sears School 
participated in Pink Shirt Day last week, wear-
ing pink to represent anti-bullying. Pictured here 
are Grade 1 teacher Mrs. Kyle with two Grade 2 
students.

Pink Shirt Day
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