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Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County Council pivoted on its position 
regarding stormwater culverts as it pertains to the 
Town of Viking. 
   County council rescinded a motion(#23-133) at its 
February meeting that paves the way for a compro-
mise regarding stormwater culverts adjacent to the 
town, which affect its drainwater issues. 
   The county also agreed to write the town about this 
decision, and give notice the county intends to 
replace the existing culverts at Range Road 130 
which lie adjacent to the town with three 900-mm 
culverts, subject to a liability waiver from the Town 
of Viking. 
   Dan Blackie, general manager of infrastructure, 
gave a two-year history of developments regarding 
this issue at the Feb. 21 meeting of county council. 
   “For over two years, Beaver County and the Town 
of Viking have been discussing the issue of replace-
ment of the culverts in Range Roads 125 and 130 to 
support the town’s stormwater management plan,” 
he said. 
   “The culverts at Range Road 130 contain water 
control gates to facilitate the Viking Golf and 
Country Club’s license to divert water for the golf 
course,” he said. “The necessity and cost to replace 
these gates have been the main source of contention.” 
   A motion was passed in May of last year which 
stated the cost to replace culverts and both locations 
would be shared, without water control gates. This is 

the motion to be rescinded now. 
   “The Town of Viking was not in favour and 
requested that the county share the cost of the gates,” 
he explained. 
   The county was not in favour of cost sharing the 
gates due to the water diversion license being under 
the golf club’s name. This would mean “the group 
holds the legal responsibility for diverting and con-
trolling the water,” said Blackie. 
   The other concern was that there was no mention 
of water control gates in the town’s stormwater man-
agement plan. “Instead, it supports the systematical 
flow of water through the town, which is counter 
intuitive to withholding water,” he said. 
   This issue went to a joint Beaver/Viking joint coun-
cil meeting last September but there was no agree-
ment reached, he said, noting: “It appeared that there 
was confusion regarding the town’s request and cost 
of the project.” 
   But the town had since clarified its request, he said, 
asking “that the county share the purchase and 
installation of two 900 mm culverts with gates at 
Range Road 130.” 
   Administration recommended, “In the spirit of 
moving forward,” that the county contribute to the 
cost of the culvert and installation at RR130 “since 
they are within the county’s jurisdiction,” at an esti-
mated cost of $18,230. 
   And, that the town contributes to the cost and 
installation of two water control gates at RR 130, 
“since the diversion license belongs to the Golf and 

Country Club and the golf course is within the town 
limits,” at an estimated cost of $15,000. 
   Notice to rescind Motion #23-133 was made at the 
county council meeting, with the actual rescinding to 
take place at a meeting in March. 
   After a subsequent explanation from CAO 
Kayleena Spiess, Reeve Kevin Smook asked that, in 
essence, this meant that: “…the county pays for the 
culverts and the town pays for the gates?” He was 
replied to in the affirmative. 
   Division 5 Councillor Dale Pederson served notice 
that he intends to rescind the Motion #23-133 at a 
later meeting. The May meeting of county council 
has been put forward from May 15 to May 22 instead. 
   Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3) made the 
motion calling for the reeve to forward a letter to the 
Town of Viking regarding “what the county intends 
to do on RR 130,” regarding culvert replacement. 
   Hrabec also suggested it would be a courtesy to tell 
the town that the county’s original motion was being 
rescinded. This motion had originally created some 
controversy between the two jurisdictions. 
   Hrabec felt it would also be in the best interests to 
state that the county is saving the town $10,000  “by 
also doing (the culvert installation) at the125 (RR).” 
   However, the motion that was passed was kept to 
the original recommendations by administration. 
   County council was to review the letter that was 
being sent to the Town of Viking before it was sent to 
the town. The review could include discussion on 
these extra suggestions made by Hrabec or others.
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   Beaver County has agreed to support the local vic-
tim services board if it turns into an advisory group 
for the organization that will take it over. 
   For decades, Beaver County Victim Services has 
held the mandate of helping people in emergencies, 
and had offices in both the Viking and Tofield RCMP 
detachments. The local board and its volunteers dealt 
with many types of situations including accidents, 
police incidents, and other traumatic situations that 
weren’t restricted to a legal aspect. 
   However, the province has taken over the mandate 
for Victim Services, which will result in a larger juris-
diction called the Eastern Alberta Victim Servicing 
Society being responsible for victim services. 
   The Alberta Public Safety and Emergency Services 
has asked, likely as a failsafe for the transition, if the 
current Victim Services Board in Beaver County 
would become an advisory body for the new board 
and provide office space for its management team. 
   The centralization of this body has been a source of 

great concern over the past two years for Beaver 
County Victim Services. 
   Reeve Kevin Smook (Division 1) reported to coun-
cil on Feb. 21 that he recently met with Mike Ellis, 
minister of public safety and emergency services and 
Trent Forsberg, the government department’s direc-
tor of victim services. 
   “I told them about the great board we have out 
here,” he said, referring to the Beaver County Victim 
Services Board. He also expressed his concern that 
local persons “won’t have a voice” on how this new 
organization unfolds and operates. 
   Smook said Forsberg indicated there might be a 
potential for the local victim services board to 
become an advisory body to provide this local        
input. 
   The county will sign a joint letter - if there is agree-
ment with the other towns and villages in Beaver 
County - and agree with the concept of an advisory 
group from the county making itself available to the 
new victim services board. 
   Councillor Lionel Williams (Division 2) who repre-

sents the county on the victim services board, said, 
that “as a qualified active board…it would be good 
to continue on and provide advice” for the new 
board coming onstream. 
   And Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3) said 
the local victim services board provided more than 
legal services for victims.  
   “There are incidents not crime-related,” he said, 
referring to an accident over Christmas, in which 
Beaver County Victim Services “did a fantastic job.” 
   While the local Victim Services organization cov-
ered different kinds of incidents involving victims, 
the newly redesigned organization will deal only 
with crime and legal issues. 
   In 2022, Alberta Municipalities passed a motion 
calling for a halt to the rollout of the new victim serv-
ices model, asking for a “new engagement process 
that fully involves municipalities.” The motion was 
made by the Town of Canmore and seconded by the 
Town of Tofield. 
   The redesign involves the creation of four zones 
across the province which ends locally run boards. 

Local victim services board could become advisory to new society

Beaver County pivots on stormwater culverts issue with Viking
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   The downturn in the provincial oil 
and gas industry has resulted in falling 
revenues for Beaver County over the 
past several years. 
   Over several years, the county has 
applied for a provincial Education 
Requisition Credit (PERC) and a 
Designated Industrial Requisition 
Credit (DIRC). They are to compensate 
for taxes the county has been unable to 
collect on behalf of the province 
involving two companies. 
   The credits are to cover  $10,416 in 
uncollected education property taxes 
and $385 in uncollected designated 
industrial requisition taxes. 
   “The provincial program provides 
municipalities with a credit equal to 
the unpaid provincial education requi-
sition taxes and the provincial DIP req-
uisition taxes,” explained Ryan Arndt, 
general manager of corporate services, 
at the Feb. 21 meeting of county coun-
cil. 
   He added, however, that “no credit is 
given for uncollectable municipal or 

seniors’ foundation taxes.” As a 
result,these are still owed if a company 
defaults on tax payments even though 
the county could not collect the taxes 
on them. 
   The gas industry plummeted in 
Alberta around 2016, which deeply 
affected Beaver County. 
   The county has had to make adjust-
ments to its annual budget practices to 
compensate for the resulting loss of tax 
revenue as local companies struggled 
and some closed their doors. 
   “Some are finding it difficult to pay 
the property taxes and the tax recovery 
procedure provided in the Municipal 
Government Act has not resulted in 
full recovery,” stated Arndt. 
   PERC and DIRC were established by 
the province in 2018, and extended the 
program after the 2021 tax year with a 
funding cap of $30 million. Also avail-
able is $15 million for 2022 and 2023 tax 
years. 
   Originally, the stipulation to receive 
this funding was that municipalities 
had to cancel the tax levy for the delin-
quent company. But Arndt states this is 

no longer required. All that is needed 
now is four council to motion its 
acceptance of  the allocation to PERC 
and DIRC in order to be eligible for the 
program. 
   “Sequoia Resources Corporation and 
AlphaBow Energy Ltd. acquired many 
assets from other gas companies in 
Beaver County late 2016,” stated 
Ryan’s report.  
   “In early 2018, the county received 
notification that Sequoia filed for bank-
ruptcy and we were subsequently noti-
fied the company is in receivership and 
is insolvent. 
   “In previous years, council approved 

the cancellation of taxes for 2016-2020 
as per the PERC and DIRC program,” 
he said. 
   “Currently, their 2023 property taxes 
remain unpaid and it is deemed 
unlikely that the taxes will ever by col-
lected,” stated Arndt, adding: “These 
outstanding taxes meet the criteria for 
a PERC and DIRC application.” 
   A motion by Division 2 Councillor 
Lionel Williams for council to approve 
the application on all of Sequoia and 
AlphaBow’s properties for an educa-
tion credit of $10,416.04 and $385,23 for 
DIP requisition credit for 2023 was 
passed by council.
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County asking for compensation re: failing oil and gas companies
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