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   Beaver County Council went with the admin-
istrative recommendation regarding funding for 
interpretation of annual reports, and said the 
money and documents should go to the Village 
of Ryley. 
   A motion by Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec 
(Division 3) was passed that the Village of Ryley 
should accept Clean Harbors’ offer for annual 
funding to engage a qualified independent con-
sultant to review and interpret Clean Harbors’ 
annual operating reports and other publicly 
available documents. Also, the county recom-
mended that the results be reported to both the 
county and village councils and the general 
public. 
   In her report to council Feb, 21, manager of 
legislative services Margaret Jones offered an 
explanation: “RPAC has been working with 

Alberta Environment and Clean Harbors to 
ensure satisfactory monitoring of Clean 
Harbors’ landfill and to address concerns of 
potential groundwater contamination,” she stat-
ed. 
   As a result, Alberta Environment has commit-
ted “to provide greater oversight of Clean 
Harbors’ operations at the Ryley landfill, inves-
tigate complaints, and enforce conditions of the 
operating approval,” said Jones. 
   Clean Harbors offered to provide funding to 
either Beaver County or the Village of Ryley to 
interpret annual reports and other documents, 
increase the number of facility updates to the 
community, and develop an emergency notifica-
tion plan. 
   “This issue was discussed by Ryley/Beaver 
Intermunicipal Committee in January,” said 
Jones.  
   “The Committee referred the matter to each 

council for a recommendation. As of the date of 
writing this RFD, the village has not considered 
the matter.” 
   Jones concluded that: “The Clean Harbors 
facility is within the village’s jurisdiction, there-
fore administration recommends that the village 
receive the funds and coordinate the review.” 
   Division 2 Councillor Lionel Williams agreed 
that the county wasn’t really a part of the mix 
with the Ryley Public Advisory Committee 
(RPAC), the Village of Ryley and Clean Harbors. 
He also referred to funding of $10,000 which 
Jones had recommended go to the village, which 
should be in charge of any reviewing docu-
ments provided by Clean Harbors.  
   “We aren’t involved,” he said. 
   County CAO Kayleena Spiess said the motion 
was a way of getting clarity on the matter: “It’s 
the village’s to handle,” she said. 

County wants Ryley to get Clean Harbors’ 
funding and documents for review
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   The need for more water infrastructure in 
Beaver County has become apparent due to the 
threat of drought this year in the area. 
   The issue was discussed at the county’s Feb. 
21 meeting where council agreed to investigate 
alternate plans to secure a clear water source for 
agricultural uses in preparation for potential 
water restrictions. 
   The county has also agreed to send a letter to 
the Agriculture Service Board informing it that 
the recommendation for needed alternate 
sources of water will become part of the coun-
ty’s Water Viability Project. 
   The Town of Viking is looking to preserve its 
potable water by offering agricultural producers 
a source of water that hasn’t been treated but 
will work well for spraying and other ag related 
purposes. The project will be completed this 

spring in time for farmers to use ithis water 
derived from Iron Creek and stored in the 
town’s former reservoirs, used before the town 
became part of the waterline service that runs 
down Highway 14. 
   The county also recognizes that “waater 
restrictions and droughts can heavily impact 
agriculture,” as stated in the county’s report on 
the matter last month. 
   Last Friday, the province made an announce-
ment regarding the need to keep critical water 
infrastructure afloat during these times of 
potential drought and restrictions. 
   The province has stated that Budget 2024 has 
trageted investments in municipal infrastruc-
ture to improve water treatment and support 
communities. The Town of Viking will be look-
ing for support for their own non-potable truck 
station for agriculture uses from this source of 
funding. 

   Growing populations are creating the need for 
improved water and wastewater infrastrucu-
ture. 
   “That is why Alberta’s government is once 
again increasing funding for grant programs to 
better manage water resources and support the 
growing water infrastructure needs of munici-
palities,” stated the March 15 press release. 
   This initiative would provide $481.9 million in 
grants for municipal water programs over three 
years, an increase of $173.9 million over last 
year. 
   Devin Dreeshen, minister of transportation 
and economic corridors, added to this by stat-
ing: “Alberta’s government recognizes the huge 
demand for water that comes with a growing 
population. 
   “Through Budget 2024, we are helping munic-
ipalities by funding new and repairing old 

Continued on BCC4 

Water infrastructure from Budget 2024 may benefit 
local communities in and around county
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   The relocation of the Town of 
Viking’s administrative offices may 
be in the offing with the passing of 
a council motion. 
   A special council meeting on 
March 13 was held to swear-in Judy 
Acres as the latest person to join 
Viking Council. Acres was elected 

as councillor by acclamation. 
   However, council also took the 
opportunity to hold a closed ses-
sion of council under the Freedom 
of Information and Privacy Act 
(FOIP). 
   Discussion took place under 
“Disclosure harmful to economic 
and other interests of the public 
body - Town office relocation.” 

   About 90 minutes later council 
came out of closed session. 
   Deputy Mayor Cindy Lefsrud 
made a motion which was passed 
and read: “Council motion admin-
istration to act on the purchase of 
the commercial property on Main 
Street address 5112-50 Street. 
   The property is listed as a 2,700 
sq. ft. renovated commercial build-

ing with plenty of parking space at 
the rear of the building.  
   The property is listed at  
$80,000. 
   Council has not said anything 
concerning this move so far. 
However, there may be more to 
come once the open house is held 
on Wednesday this week. 

Viking Council passes motion to buy main street property

 water systems,” he added.  
   “I’m proud that through water, 
road, transit and bridge grants, 
my department funds nearly            
$1 billion per year to munici-         
palities.” 
   The announcement also comes 
at a good time for Beaver County. 
On Feb. 5, council conducted a 
2024 Priorities Planning work-
shop, stated the county’s manager 
of transportation Dan Blackie. 
   “During the workshop, it was 
determined that the investigation 
into alternate water sources is a 
priority,” he stated. “The project is 
called the Water Viability Project 
and the purpose is to address the 
long term solutions for water 
shortages pertaining to human 
consumption, agriculture and 
industrial usage. 
   “The scope of work required is 
vast and will require multiple 
internal resources with a strong 
possibility of external and special-
ized expertise for investigating, 
researching, engineering, logistic 
planning and stakeholder engage-
ment,” said Black.  
   “Considering the impact of a 
project of this magnitude, it is 
administration’s opinion that it 
will be impractical to complete the 

proet before the summer of 2024, 
but it is feasible to begin the inves-
tigation and research phase.” 
   Apart from drought issues, the 
county wants to increase its sup-
ply of water in order to carry out 
an economic development plan 
that includes an expansion of 
Equity Industrial Park. Letters 
and personal presentations since 
last fall have emphasized these 
points to provincial ministers. 
   In the meantime, the Alberta 
government stated March 15 that 
it “recognizes that water is a vital 
resource.” 
   This means that in order to con-
tinue attracting investment and 
development, municipalities need 
modern and effective water treat-
ment facilities, including high pri-
ority water supply projects, water 
and wastewater treatment plants, 
and disposal facilities in small 
communities,” concluded the 
proviincial government. 
   Nate Horner, minister of the 
treasury board and finance, 
echoed this direction: 
“Municipalities need to expand 
their water facilities so they can 
continue to provide clean water to 
their growing communities,” he 
said. 
   He added, however, a point that 
would resonate with the objec-
tives Beaver County has for 
investment projects and growing 
the local economy: “But these 
projects also support the entrepre-

neurs, businesses and industries 
that are keeping our economy 
humming,” he said. “And will 
help municipalities attract even 
more investors.” 
   He added: “Our government is 
prou to provide the resources they 
need to expand, succeed and 
share in our economic prosperity.” 
   The funding supports the 
Alberta Municipal 
Water/Wastewater Parnership, 
Water for Life and First 
NationsWater Tie-In Peograms. 
   For smaller Alberta communi-
ties like Viking, with a population 
under 45,000, the Alberta 
Municipal Water/Wastewater 

Partnrship helps upgrade water 
supply and treatment and waste-
water treat,et systems. 
   And the Water for Life program 
helps municipalities cover up to 
90-100 per cent of the costs for 
specialized projects. 
   The serve to provide “critical 
financial supports to smaller 
municipalities to ensure Albertans 
in every community have the 
water resources needed to acceler-
ate economic development and 
attract more industry invest-
ment,” states the government in a 
statement that could be directly 
referring to the needs of Beaver 
County.

Water 

Infrastructure 
Continued from BCC1
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