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Beaver County Council and Camrose MLA Jackie Lovely held a conversation 
with Advanced Education Minister Rajan Sawhney at the recent Rural 
Municipalities Association (RMA) Convention held in Edmonton. Said Lovely: 
“We are all passionate about the Nursing program returning to U of A Augustana 
and will continue our conversation.” Shown in the photo are, from left: Councillor 
Dale Pederson, MLA Jackie Lovely, Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec, Minister 
Sawhney, Councillor Barry Brruce and Reeve Kevin Smook.

At the recent Rural Municipalities Association (RMA) convention in Edmonton, 
some Beaver County Council members were able to meet with Minister of 
Municipal Affairs Ric McIver to discuss issues earmarked as important to the 
county. From left to right are: Camrose MLA Jackie, Lovely, Beaver County 
Councillor Dale Pederson, Minister of Municipal Affairs Ric McIver, and Beaver 
County Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec.

Beaver County Council meets with Ministers and at Rural 
Municupalities Association Convention

    The province plans to invest in projects that will maxi-
mize water supply and deliver adequate drinking water to 
communities this year. 
    The government made the announcement on Monday as 
part of its plan to help municipalities during the risk of 
drought feared for 2024. 
    Alberta’s largest innovation agency, Alberta Innovates, 
has invested more than $75 million through its Water 
Innovation Program, supporting 101 completed projects, 
with 65 more in the works. All 166 projects represent a total 
project value of more than $256 million. 
    These projects are helping researchers and industry 
accelerate the development of new technology that will 
deliver safe, secure drinking water to communities and 
promote healthy aquatic ecosystems. 
    Water Innovation Program projects that come under 
environment technologies are funded under four themes: 
future water supply and watershed management; healthy 
aquatic ecosystems; water conservation, efficiency and pro-
ductivity; and water quality protection. As the province 
faces a risk of extreme drought, these technologies are 
more important than ever. 
    “Technology is driving innovation in every industry. 

Each project supported through this funding will help us 
bring real-world solutions to real-world problems, that 
include a high-performing responsive waste management 
system for our province,” said Nate Glubish, Minister of 
Technology and Innovation 
    “We are investing in innovation and technologies that 
will help us maximize Alberta’s water supply to fight 
drought. These innovative projects are part of our work to 
modernize and transform how water is used in this 
province, finding new and better ways to manage, con-
serve and use our most precious resource,” added Rebecca 
Schulz, Minister of Environment and Protected Areas 
    One of the technologies, developed at the University of 
Alberta uses a granular sludge reactor to increase the 
amount of processed water that can be reused and recy-
cled. It will also increase the performance and capacity of 
municipal water treatment facilities. The project is current-
ly being piloted at a City of Calgary wastewater treatment 
plant and is showing promise. 
    As Alberta continues to diversify its economy, innova-
tions like these are critical. They will not only help create a 
clean tech industry for water treatment but also improve 
the province’s marketability and competitiveness with 

these technologies for a global market. 
    “Water is always taken for granted until such time as 
there is none. The Water Innovation Program creates the 
knowledge and technologies to help ensure a safe, secure 
and reliable water supply, so our communities, businesses, 
farms and ecosystems have the water they need now and 
into the future,” said Laura Kilcrease, CEO, Alberta 
Innovates 
    "The University of Alberta is committed to bringing our 
expertise to bear to address the grand challenges of our 
time. We are pleased to be working once again with Alberta 
Innovates and the Government of Alberta, as well as other 
collaborators, to accelerate the development of key tech-
nologies that will ensure Albertans can rely on a clean 
water supply today and for generations to come,” added 
Aminah Robinson Fayek, vice-president (Research and 
Innovation), University of Alberta  
    Working with the government, Alberta Innovates sup-
ports resource and technology companies, small- and 
medium-sized enterprises, and post-secondary institutions 
in research, technology development and commercializa-
tion. 
 

Projects supported to maximize water supply and 
delivery of drinking water to communities 
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Patricia Harcourt 
    
   Local representatives from munic-
ipal governments met with 
Agriculture Minister RJ Sigurdson 
along with Camrose MLA Jackie 
Lovely and other MLAs at a recent 
meet and greet for the Alberta Crops 
Team group. 
   D'Arcy Hilgartner of Alberta 
Grains and  Scott Keller with Alberta 

Pulse Growers were also on hand as 
provincial representatives for their 
sectors. 
   “We can be very proud of the work 
they are doing to represent not only 
our community but the entire 
province,” stated Lovely. 
   “And I’m delighted, we had two 
gentlemen from our community 
who spent their time and provided 
feed back to assist the Minister and 

their sectors.” 
   Team Alberta Crops represents a 
working collaboration between 
seven of Alberta's crop commis-
sions: Alberta Canola, Alberta 
Grains, Alberta Pulse Growers, 
Alberta-British Columbia Seed 
Growers, Alberta Sugar Beets and 
the Potato Growers of Alberta. 
Collectively the group represents 
about 40,000 farmer members. 

   Alberta's crop sector farmers were 
invited to a meet and mingle in 
advance of the growing season held 
on March 13 at the Alberta 
Legislature in Edmonton.  
 
   The Alberta Agriculture and 
Irrigation Minister delivered 
remarks at the gathering, reported 
Lovely.

Agriculture Minister and MLA meet with crop group 

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County Council approved 
new appointments to the Inter-
municipal Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board at coun-
cil’s Feb. 21 meeting. 
   The appointments included 
Jennifer Goertzen and Cathy McRae, 
both for terms that expire as of March 
31, 2027. 
   Another motion by Deputy Reeve 
Gene Hrabec was passed to send a 
letter to outgoing SDAB board mem-
ber Al Reynolds “thanking Mr. 
Reynolds for his service, impeccable 
knowledge and commitment upon 
his retirement from the board.” 

   Council also rescheduled the May 
15 meeting of council to May 22 
through a motion by Councillor Dale 
Pederson (Division 5). After a closed 
session, council passed a motion 
regarding a gravel adjacent to a pit 
on the east side of the county. 
   A motion by Pederson was passed, 
which read: “That council authorize 
administration to enter into a Road 
Allowance Aggregation Royalty 
Agreement with Alberta 
Transportation for the removal of 
aggregate located under Range Road 
120 adjacent to the gravel pit located 
at SW-19-46-11-W4 at a rate of $2.40 
per tonne. 
   A closed session was held early in 

the meeting to discuss the gravel 
issue along with changing of 
appointments to the Highway 14 
Regional Water Services 
Commission. 
   Council passed a motion to 
appoint Reeve Kevin Smook 
(Division 1) as the primary represen-
tative on the Highway 14 Regional 
Water Service Commission’s board. 
Councillor Barry Bruce (Division 4) is 
to be the alternate representing the 
county. 
   Chief Administrative Officer 
Kayleena Spiess indicated the closed 
session was held to discuss a letter 
from the Highway 14 Water 
Commission board, which contained 

a request from the commission. No 
other explanation was given for this 
circumstance. 
   Pederson initially made the motion 
to state that Reeve Smook was to 
replace himself as the county’s pri-
mary representative on the board. 
However, the word ‘replace’ was not 
included in the final passed motion. 
Instead, it simply stated that Smook 
(as primary rep) and Bruce (as alter-
nate) were to be appointed to the 
commission. 
   Hrabec said that, although the 
request for the change was made “to 
ensure the Municipal Government 
Act is being followed, he still had 
concerns “how it transpired.”

Beaver County notes for Feb. 21 council

   On the morning of Tuesday, 
March 26, Tofield RCMP advised of 
a heavy police presence in the area 
of Range Road 201 and Township 

Road 512 in Lindbrook.  
   At 12:17 p.m. that day, RCMP 
announced the alert had been          
lifted.  

   In an update, RCMP advised that 
a suspect has been arrested and no 
injuries have been reported. 
   Police remained in the area as the 

investigation continued. 
   Additional details will be 
released once information becomes 
available.

Heavy police presence near Lindbrook Tuesday, suspect arrested

LISA KUFLAY PHOTO
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