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   The Holden Agricultural 
Society hosted an open 
house at the Holden 
Complex on Wednesday, 
April 10, to facilitate dis-
cussion on the future of 
the arena. Members of the 
community were invited 
to pitch ideas on the usage 
of the building and offer 
fundraising ideas. 
   “I think it went really 
well. We had a lot of peo-
ple bring up really good 
ideas. I was impressed 
with the turnout,” said 
Holden Ag Society presi-
dent Lucy Upham. 
   About 55 people were in 
attendance, and Upham 
had said they were either 
expecting very few people, 
or many community mem-
bers to attend. To open the 
meeting, Upham 
described what an Ag soci-
ety is, and their role in the 
community. 
   “Obviously, we have 
agriculture in our name, 
but we are here to spread 
awareness for education, 
wellness, and all things 
community; we're not just 
for agriculture, although 
we do a lot with agricul-
ture. We have 4-H shows, 
cattle shows, we have farm 
safety coming up this year, 
we try our best to host the 
Farmer’s Day event in 
support of farmers. We 
wanted to have this open 
house to see ways of 
fundraising for the arena,” 
Upham said. 
   Upham also prefaced by 
saying they have found 
ways of keeping ice in, as 
that is their main goal, and 
in an interview following 
the open house, Upham 
said the board will always 
welcome new ideas. 
   “We’re never not open 
to new ideas. If anyone has 
an idea, they can definitely 

come to us at any of our 
events, or send one of us a 
message or email us with 
an idea that they have,” 
she said. 
   The loss of ice use in 
Holden can, in part, be 
attributed to the formation 
of the Alberta Hockey 
Super League. Last season 
was the first time Holden 
had no minor hockey 
teams. 
   “The new hockey league 
that started has really been 
killing minor hockey. For 
the minor hockey teams 
that are left, because they 
are such small teams, they 
either go to Tofield or 
Viking instead,” Upham 
said. 
   Many ideas were dis-
cussed at the open house, 
including a draft proposal 
for an Ag Arena. In the 
handout provided to those 
present at the meeting, the 
proposed arena is 
described as “a multi-use 
Ag Events Centre” which 
could be used for basic 
riding, barrel racing jack-
pots, gymkhana and fami-
ly fun days, private or 
public lessons and clinics, 
bull and cattle sales, 4-H 
events, among other uses. 
   This conversion of the 
rink space would be per-
manent, and would gener-
ate income by member-
ships and rentals. 
   “We are proposing that 
(the Holden ice rink) be 
converted into an agricul-
ture/equine facility and 
have dirt put in and left in. 
The possibilities for use 
are endless with dirt. We 
are hoping it would be 
available for use for every-
one in the agriculture 
community for people to 
buy a membership to take 
their horses and ride 
indoors throughout win-
ter, as well as possibilities 
for rental of the building 

for clinics,” says a descrip-
tion of the proposal found 
online. 
   The handout also named 
some community mem-
bers who have already 
shown their support and 
approval of the proposal 
by offering to donate dirt 
and sand for the ground of 
the facility. 
   Other ideas that were 
brought up included uti-
lizing the arena and other 
rooms of the Complex 
throughout the summer, 
including rollerblading, 
hosting bingo, and 
approaching local busi-
nesses and groups to con-
sider sponsoring the cur-
rent hours of free public 
skating on Sundays. 
Exploring additional 
modes of advertising was 
also suggested, as some 
attendees say local people 

and residents from neigh-
bouring towns don’t nec-
essarily hear about steak 
night, or know that rooms 
of the arena are available 
for rent. 
   Both Beaver County and 
the Village of Holden 
agreed to cover the bills 
for the Holden Ag Society 
for the final three months 
of the ice season, with 
Holden offering a maxi-
mum of $4,000 per month, 
and Beaver County offer-
ing the same, at a total 
maximum of $12,000 of 
financial assistance. Thus 
far, Upham says Beaver 
County and the Village of 
Holden have each con-
tributed $3,200, as their 
bills have been cut nearly 
in half due to getting a bet-
ter rate with Alberta 
Municipalities. 
   “We have an Ag Society 

meeting on Thursday, 
April 18, which is also 
going to be a budget meet-
ing. We will make our 
decision on whether we 
are going to be having ice, 
or whether we need to 
look into other options. 
We're going to be dis-
cussing some of the ideas 
that came forward from 
the open house, and we 
will be announcing at a 
later date the plans for 
moving forward keeping 
the community together, 
in our building,” Upham 
said. 
   “Our main goal has 
always been to keep the ice 
in. We're very proud to be 
such an old arena with ice. 
(As for the Ag Arena pro-
posal) we are not opposed 
to opening up the idea and 
talking with them about it 
again, whether it be this 

year or years to come, but 
we're just going to try hard 
to keep the ice in for now. 
We will not give up with-
out a fight,” she said. 
   The next events to be 
held at the Holden 
Complex include the 4-H 
Beaver District Show and 
Sale, as well as the Tofield 
and Holden clubs achieve-
ment days. 
   “Everybody is more 
than welcome to keep sup-
porting the local 4-H clubs, 
as well as the District club 
for their achievement day 
and district shows coming 
up. Come out and watch 
how 4-H thrives in Holden 
and support Beaver 
County kids in the show 
and sale on April 29. We 
are very proud to be the 
main hub for the county 
and we love to support    
4-H,” Upham said.
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Beaver Emergency Services Commission (BESC) requires a
contract part time bookkeeper to work at our Viking office. The posi-
tion is currently for 16 hours per week. Hours may increase in the
future. The hourly rate will be commensurate with related experience.
BESC is a regional services commission that manages the adminis-
tration of 6 volunteer fire departments within the Beaver County
region. We are also responsible for Emergency Management within
the region.
Bookkeeping responsibilities include:
• Recording journal entries, completing bank reconciliations and 

maintaining accounts payable, receivable and capital asset details.
• Preparing month end financial reporting for the board of directors
• Following up with delinquent accounts
• Preparing invoices
• Preparing cheques and posting EFT payments
• Preparing and filing GST and WCB returns and remittances
Position requirements
•Working knowledge of basic accounting principles and processes
•A minimum of 3 years bookkeeping experience
•Proficiency with SAGE 50 and Microsoft Office Suite, specifically
Excel
•Ability to work independently and as part of a team
•High attention to detail and strong organization skills
A certificate or diploma in business administration or accounting is
considered an asset.

To apply, send an email to info@besc.ca. detailing how you meet the
position requirements by no later than April 22, 2024.
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for an interview.
For further information contact Sheila Lusk at 780-336-3041.

The Beaver Heritage
& Ag Society

Saturday, April 27th, 2024
Doors open 5:30 pm  •  Dinner at 6:30 pm

@ the Ryley Community Hall
Tickets $40

Advance ticket booking is recommended

18th Annual
Spring Splash

Dinner & Silent Auction

All proceeds support the
Ryley Swimming Pool
and Wellness Centre

Tickets available at:
Ryley Swimming Pool, Nutrien Ag Solutions - Ryley,

and KC Insurance - Tofield

RON ROBINSON MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Fundraiser For Beaver
County Victim Services
ALL PROCEEDS RAISED

GO TO VICTIMS OF
CRIME AND TRAGEDY

Friday,
June 14th
Tofield Golf

Course
19110 - HWY 14

Tee times are
between 9:30 am

& 12:30 pm
$80 Adult single

$320 Adult team of 4
$35 Youth

Fees include lunch
and dessert!

To Register:
(780) 662-2258

bcvictimservices@gmail.com
Register by June 10, 2024

Kari Janzen 
 
   Volunteer appreciation 
suppers and luncheons 
are being held through-
out Beaver County over 
the next two weeks, as 
organizations offer a free 
meal as a gesture of 
thanks.  
   The Tofield apprecia-
tion barbeque was held 
yesterday, Tuesday, 
April 16, a community 
luncheon is being held in 
Viking on Tuesday, April 
23 and in Holden on 
Saturday, April 27, with 
a fourth and final Beaver 
County appreciation 
pancake supper being 
held Tuesday, April 30. 
   The Town of Tofield, 

Beaver County Victim 
Services (BCVS), Family 
and Community 
Support Services (FCSS), 
Beaver County, 
Community Adult 
Learning Program 
(CALP) and the Tofield 
and Area Health 
Foundation have joined 
together to host the free 
events. 
   “We are all groups that 
people volunteer with 
and we will be together 
preparing the meal and 
setting up for the 
events,” said BCVS 
Program Coordinator 
Jaylynn Umphrey. 
   All volunteers are wel-
come, regardless of 
whether volunteer hours 

have been spent with a 
specific group hosting 
the meal. 
   “Anyone is welcome, 
those who volunteer in 
the community, whether 
it's with us, or with any 
other group or event that 
the Town or the County 
puts on.  
   “This can include vol-
unteers from the rodeos, 
promenade, and so any-
body that is a volunteer 
is allowed to attend,” 
she said, adding that for 
those who volunteer 
outside Beaver County 
can still come. 
   “Anyone who volun-
teers in any realm or 
aspect or area is able to 
attend,” Umphrey said.

Volunteers to be 

appreciated with 

events throughout 

Beaver County

Patricia Harccourt 
 
   Early spring dry condi-
tions has resulted in the 
implementation of a fire 
restriction for Beaver 
County region by Beaver 
Emergency Services 
Commission (BESC), 
effective April 10. 
   This fire restriction pro-
hibits all open air burn-
ing. All fire permits are 
now suspended and no 
new fire permits will be 

issued until the fire 
restriction is lifted. 
   “Please extinguish all 
previously permitted fires 
and check recently 
burned brush piles to 
ensure they are extin-
guished completely,” stat-
ed BESC. 
   However, campfires are 
still permitted provided 
they are in a BESC 
approved container with 
a mesh screen and are 
continually under watch 

with an adequate water 
supply available in case 
the fire needs to be put 
out. 
   “Only firewood or char-
coal in an approved fire 
pit with a mesh screen are 
to be burned,” said BESC. 
And don’t proceed unless 
the wind is less than 10 
km/hr when burning. 
   Applications for an 
approved fire pit are 
available on the BESC 
website.

Fire Restrictions in effect
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