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   The Holden and area 
volunteer appreciation 
luncheon was held at the 
Holden Community Hall 
on Saturday, April 27. 
Over 60 people came out 
to enjoy the meal catered 
by Food with Flair from 
Viking, and to hear from 
MLA Jackie Lovely, 
Beaver County Deputy 
Reeve Gene Hrabec, and 
Holden Mayor Tyler 
Beckett. 
   “Volunteers are criti-
cal,” Viking Beaver 
Family and Community 
Support Services (VBFC-
SS) Director Dawn 
Chrystian said. “Nothing 
would exist without vol-
unteers in our communi-
ties. We're very fortunate 
that we have so many. 
Really, we would be lost 
without our volunteers. 
They make things hap-
pen.” 
   To open the short pro-
gram, Chrystian thanked 
the volunteers for their 
contributions to the com-
munity. 
   “We really understand 
that nothing happens out 
here without volunteers 
and we're so grateful for 
each and every one of you 
and all the great work you 
do,” Chrystian said. 
   MLA Lovely read a 
poem praising the hard 
work and efforts put in by 
volunteers, and Hrabec 
thanked the volunteers in 
attendance and made 
mention of those who 
couldn’t be there. 
   “On behalf of Beaver 
County, Barry (Bruce) and 
myself would like to 
thank the Beaver FCSS, 
especially for what they 
provide for everybody 
across the whole county. 
They are so important. I 

would also like to recog-
nize a couple groups that 
aren't here today, those 
being our Holden 4-H and 
Holden Ag Society. 
Currently, they have their 
4-H show and shine, so to 
speak, with their cattle, so 
they're working. 
   “It's great to attend this 
event where we get to rec-
ognize those who step for-
ward in our community, 
and that's the volunteers. 
I'm so proud of people in 
the community, and the 
support from the sur-
rounding communities, 
especially those who have 
supported the Ag Society 
over the last winter. We 
cannot thank or recognize 
everyone individually, 
but I’d like to thank you 
for all your unwavering 
support as a volunteer,” 
Hrabec said. 
   “On behalf of Council 
and Administration of the 
Village of Holden,” said 
Mayor Beckett.  
   “I would like to thank 
all the volunteers. Our 
community would not be 
what it is today without 
them. It's a fantastic com-
munity and a fantastic 
town and I just want to 
say that I really appreciate 
everything you guys do 
for us,” he said. 
   Following the meal, the 
Elaine Cooper Memorial 
Volunteer of The Year 
Awards were presented. 
Julianne Foster presented 
the Holden and Area 
award to Mona Oswald. 
   “It gives us great pleas-
ure to nominate Mona 
Oswald for the Elaine 
Cooper Memorial 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award 2024. We have 
known Mona for over 25 
years. She has been on a 
number of volunteer com-
mittees in Holden, most 

notably CIB 
(Communities in Bloom), 
NU2U2 store, the muse-
um and the Gallery. Mona 
is a person dedicated to 
helping others, and partic-
ularly keeping Holden a 
beautiful and supportive 
community. She may not 
be out there making a lot 
of noise, but she is out 
there making a difference. 
Truly, one of the hidden 
heroes in the Village of 
Holden and area,” 
Julianne Foster said. 
   Beaver County Division 
4 Councillor Barry Bruce 
presented the award for 
Bruce and Area to Audrey 
Pratt. 
   “For many years the 
community of Bruce has 
benefitted from the dedi-
cation, guidance, and 
efforts of our nominee. 
She is always on hand to 
help others, to support 
service groups in their ini-
tiatives, and to make a dif-
ference in the community. 
It would be truly difficult 
to list all of the various 
volunteer roles she has 
served in over the years.  
   “A few of her more 
recent roles include run-
ning the Bruce satellite 
library, serving as treasur-
er for the Bruce Seniors 
Club and secretary for the 
Bruce Cemetery, and 
many decades volunteer-
ing with the Bruce 
Stampede Association. 
Her energy, spirit, and 
hard work have con-
tributed so much to the 
community, and help to 
make Bruce and Area an 
active place to live.  
   “We are honoured to 
present the Elaine Cooper 
2024 Volunteer of the Year 
Award for the Bruce area 
to Mrs. Audrey Pratt,” 
Bruce said.
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Julianne Foster, right, presents Mona Oswald, left, with the 2024 Elaine Cooper 
Memorial Holden and Area Volunteer of the Year Award at the volunteer appreci-
ation luncheon held at the Holden Community Hall on Saturday, April 27.

Beaver County Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec spoke to those who attended the 
luncheon, and thanked them for their dedication to the community.  
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VBFCSS Director Dawn Chrystian, left, and Beaver County Councillor Barry 
Bruce, right, presented Audrey Pratt, centre, with the 2024  Elaine Cooper 
Memorial Volunteer of the Year award for Bruce. PHOTO COURTESY JACKIE LOVELY

Holden Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon well attended
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FEATURED 
PROPERTIES

FOR SALE
LAMONT COUNTY

• 5119 - 48 Ave, 4712 - 51 St, 5121 - 48 Ave, & 5116 - 47 Ave Lamont  AB.
5,800 sq ft shop on with additional 3 fenced lots across the back alley
from the shop property. Shop was used for agricultural machinery repair.
All properties must be bought together. Price $650,000
• W4-20-55-27-SE Plan 1023701 Block 1 Lot 1A Lamont County. 138.09
acres in the Lamont Heartland for industrial use. Located North of Highway
15 on Range Road 202. Price $2,990,000 
• W4-18-53-24-SW Plan 0826481 Block 2 Lot 1 a mile North of HWY 16
on RR 181. 5.02 acres yard site in Lamont County. Utilities at the property
line. Price $40,000
• SW ¼, 30-54-18-W4 (South ½)- 72.12 acres Fenced pasture land. Price
$200,000
• HWY 834 TWP 544 Village Chipman Plan 9222629 Lot 2  70.18 acres
Fenced pasture land. Price $200,000
• HWY 834 TWP 544 Village Chipman Plan 0824951 Block 17 Lot 1A  2.05
acres pasture land. Price $50,000
• W4-18-53-26-NE N1/2 Lamont County 80 acres with about 70 acres in
hay. Property is fenced, and has power and a well. Price $300,000

STRATHCONA COUNTY
• SW Part of NW –23 –53 –23 –W4 40.55 acres North of Highway 16 on
Range Road 232 in proposed medium industrial zoning with CP rail line at
the border of the property. Price $7,200,000 
• Parts of SW and SE -7-53-22-W4 located at Highway 21 and Lakeland
drive 63.62 acres of development land with Highway 21 exposure. The
property is within the Bremner and local Employment Area ACP with
expected future use of industrial. Price $5,100,000

THORHILD COUNTY
• NW 1/4 -14-58-22-W4 and NE ¼ -14-58-22-W4 Plan 172-0793 Block 3
Lot 222 acres game farm with page wire 100 acres could be cultivated.
4 miles North of Redwater. Good HWY 28 access. Price $690,000

Lauren HillSteven Hill

Norman Hill
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   A public hearing was held prior to the 
Village of Holden’s regular council meet-
ing on Monday, April 15 at the Village 
Office, to allow village residents to discuss 
their concerns or support of the amend-
ment to the land use bylaw for allowing 
backyard chickens in Holden. Two atten-
dees spoke in favour of the bylaw, one 
attendee spoke against, and during the 
regular council meeting following the 
bylaw, Council decided to pass the 
Backyard Chicken Bylaw. 
   In an interview following the public 
hearing, Holden resident Lili Reynolds 
says she has wanted to own chickens for 
many years, and is pleased that Holden 
Council has approved and passed the 
bylaw. 
   “As soon as I heard about the proposed 
bylaw, I thought it was awesome. It’s 
something that I’ve wanted for a long time 
and that I totally see the benefits of. I was 
already wanting to look into getting chick-
ens but wasn't sure what the bylaws or the 
rules were. It was already on my list of 
things that I wanted to make happen,” she 
said. 
   Reynolds has lived in the village of 
Holden for a year now, and while she has 
never owned chickens before, she has 
lived in various other locations where 
backyard chickens have been permitted, 
including Edmonton and Beaumont. Now 
that Holden has been approved for own-
ing chickens, Reynolds says she will be 
looking into the particulars. 
   “I'm going to look into it and hopefully 
I can make it happen for this year. I 
already have a plan to set up the coop, and 
things like that. Like I said, I was already 
wanting to look into it,” she said. 
   The cost of applying for a chicken 
licence is a non-refundable fee of $150, 
and successful applicants will pay $15 per 
chicken for the annual licence renewal. A 
coop approval fee will also need to be paid 
along with the building plans submitted 
for approval. Reynolds says the initial 
costs of obtaining a chicken licence may 
prove to be challenging. 
   “That's one of the things that might cre-
ate a little bit of a hindrance to me making 
it happen. That does put a little bit of a, 
‘maybe I'm not going to be able to do that,’ 
in my plans, but I'll figure it out because I 
want chickens really bad,” she said. 
   The bylaw provides the specifications 
required for a coop size, which includes 
one nest box and one perch for each chick-
en. ‘Coop’ describes both the enclosed, 
weather proof hen house and the attached 
outdoor enclosure.  
   “For each chicken to be housed in the 
coop, the chicken house (must have) a 
floor area of 0.50 square metres and the 
outdoor enclosure (must have) a mini-
mum floor area of one square metre,” the 
bylaw states. 
   Chicken coops must be located in the 
rear of the yard, and the yard must be 
fenced. Currently, Reynolds says her back-
yard is not fenced and the cost of fencing 
her yard would not justify the chickens. 
   “Unfortunately, that puts me out of the 
game, because I don't have a fully fenced 
yard. Prior to hearing about the possibility 
of backyard chickens as far as bylaws go, 
when I didn't know the details, of course I 
would fence my chickens. They're my 
chickens; I don't want coyotes or skunks 

eating them. I already had a plan as far as 
how I would keep my chickens safe, but 
having to get a fully fenced yard is not 
going to happen,” she said. 
   “Maybe if there's a way that I can work 
with the Village to simply fence the area 
where the chickens are going to be, or 
something, because the cost of me having 
to fence my yard doesn't make having the 
chickens,” said Reynolds. 
   Smell and noise were two of the con-
cerns that were brought up by those who 
attended the public hearing opposed to 
the bylaw. One person said that when 
chickens were permitted in the village in 
years past, manure was thrown directly 
into the dumpster, and the stench 
remained even after being emptied. As 
outlined in the bylaw, chicken manure 
must be bagged before being placed in the 
dumpster. 
   Reynolds says she believes that noise 
and smell from the chickens will be mini-
mal, especially because a licence holder is 
allowed to have a maximum of four chick-
ens. 
   “I've never had a friend of mine who 
has their own chickens in their backyard, 
not once have they said, ‘oh, it's great, but 
the smell.’ I think, if you're comparing it to 
a huge industrial farm where the chickens 
are cooped up, of course there's a stink. 
And noise, chickens aren't super noisy 
from what I understand. And there are no 
roosters allowed, which I personally 
wouldn't mind, but I can see why some 
people would,” she said. 
   As for the cap being four chickens per 
licence holder, Reynolds says that’s a fine 
number to start. 
   “As a starting point, four is fair. From 
what I know from people who have been 
successful raising chickens, people may 
want a couple more. It seems like six is 
what my friends tend to cap their flock at, 
but I guess for a test project, four seems 
fair. Myself, when I was first thinking 
about getting chickens, I was planning to 
start with three,” she said. 
   The current limit on the number of 
licences that can be issued within the vil-
lage is set to 10. Once a licence has been 
approved, the adjoining neighbours will 
be notified, and there is a 14-day period in 
which an appeal can be made.  
   “An Adjoining Neighbour may appeal a 
decision to issue a Licence within 14 days 
of the decision by submitting a Notice of 
Appeal to the Development Officer only 
where the grounds of the appeal are that 
the keeping of chickens on the parcel is 
likely to have a materially adverse effect 
on the health of the Adjoining Neighbour 
or of a person living in the premises of the 
Adjoining Neighbour; or a reason or fac-
tor listed in clauses 9 (a) or (c) of this 
Bylaw,” the bylaw reads. 
   Among the prohibitions listed in the 
bylaw, licence holders cannot sell eggs, 
manure, meat, or any other product that 
can be derived from chickens, keep a roos-
ter, slaughter a chicken, allow a chicken to 
roam outside the coop, keep a chicken 
anywhere other than the coop, dispose of 
a live chicken except by an operation law-
fully permitted to, dispose of a dead 
chicken except through the regular waste 
collection, or keep a chicken without a 
Premises Identification. 
   All applicants will be required to com-
plete a chicken training course prior to 
being approved for a licence.

Holden passes Chicken Bylaw
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