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Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County passed its operating budget for 
2025 with approval from all councillors at the April 
16 regular meeting. 
   Council approved a 2025 operating budget for 
municipal purposes of $23,557,140, The county will 
receive revenue of $8,234,907 from fees, grants and 
transfers from reserves, leaving $15,322,233 to be 
taxed by levy. 
   Council also approved an adjustment to the 2025 
capital budget of $250,000 for road construction grav-
el, asset management, equipment repairs, adminis-
tration office lighting and administration office 
building audio/visual updates. Funding will come 
from reserves for a total capital budget of 
$11,542,198. the county will receive revenue of 
$9,791,582 from grants, sales of goods and services 
and reserves. This leaves $1,750,616 to be raised 
through a tax levy. 
   However, the same meeting saw only two readings 
given on the mill rate bylaw. which failed to pass as 
Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec failed to provide unani-
mous consent for third reading to be given. At the 
April 16 meeting, Hrabec read out a list of reasons for 
objecting to a two per cent increase in the mill rate for 

this year. 
   The rest of council approved of the 2025 mill rates, 
but it did not pass because third and final reading 
had to be set over to April 30 for completion.  At that 
meeting, Reeve Kevin Smook (Division 1), Councillor 
Lionel Williams (Division 2), Councillor Barry Bruce 
(Division 4) and Councillor Dale Pederson (Division 
5) all voted in favour of the mill rate bylaw, causing 
the mill rate bylaw to be passed. Voting against the 
motion was Councillor Hrabec. 
   Ryan Arndt, general manager of corporate servic-
es, explained how the mill rates are set: “The coun-
ty’s assessment base determines the mill rates that 
must be levied to pay for budget expenditures,” stat-
ed Arndt. 
   The assessment base has increased over the previ-
ous year by $69 million, putting  the total assessment 
in 2025 at $1.347 billion. 
   “This increase will generate additional taxes of 
$631,788,” he stated. 
   “Despite this increase in taxes, a two per cent 
increase in the municipal mill rate is required to bal-
ance the total municipal budget, both operating and 
capital,” he said. 
   Arndt pointed out, however, that this is separate 
from other mill rates the county must levy for fire 

protection and emergency management, the provin-
cial policing contract, and the mill rates for school 
and seniors housing requisitions. 
   These requisitions are levied by the county with 
the funds handed over to Beaver Emergency Services 
Commission (BESC), the province’s police fund, the 
Alberta School Foundation, and Beaver Foundation. 
   “We have no control over this,” he said, of these 
requisitions the county is obligated to collect on 
behalf of these agencies. All have decreased some-
what except for the school requisition which rose 
slightly. 
   Taking into account these mill rate impacts, the 
overall effect on the various classes of property were 
itemized including: 
   - Residential properties - 2.11 per cent increase; 
   - Farmland properties - 2.03 per cent increase; 
   - Non-residential properties - 1.81 per cent 
increase; 
   - Small business properties - 1.76 per cent increase. 
 
   Arndt noted that an single ratepayer’s assessment 
may increase or decrease and affect their individual 
taxes. 
   Assessment and tax notices are expected to go out 
in mid-May.

Beaver County passes operating budget and mill 

rate bylaw - tax notices set to go out mid-May

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Ric McIver, who was serving as Minister of 
Municipal Affairs in the UCP government, has 
resigned his office as of May 12. He resigned in order 
to become the new Speaker of the House in the 
Alberta Legislature. 
   “Yesterday evening I accepted the resignation of 
the Honourable Ric McIver from his position as 
Minister of Municipal Affairs,” said Premier Danielle 
smith in a statement the following day. 
   “I am grateful for Ric’s hard work and commit-
ment to his constituents and to serving Albertans,” 
said Smith. 
   “And I am pleased to congratulate the Honourable 
Ric McIver on his election to Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta. 
   “After decades of pubic service, Speaker McIver 
has a proven track record of representing his con-
stituents with dignity and honour as the MLA for 

Calgary-Hays in his various ministerial roles, and 
previously as City of Calgary councilor. 
   “He is respected on both sides of the aisle and I 
know he will approach his new role as Speaker with 
the utmost seriousness,” Smith continued. 
   “In order to hold his new bi-partisan tole, Speaker 
McIver has resigned from his position as minister of 
municipal affairs,” said Smith. “alberta’s  
   McIver will be temporarily replaced by Joseph 
Schow, currently serving as Alberta’s Minister of 
Tourism and Sport, and Government House Leader. 
   He will serve as interim Municipal Affairs minister 
“until a new minister is appointed,” said Smith. 
   She added that Schow will be made available to 
municipalities around the province, “as they contin-
ue to navigate the uncertainty of the wildfire sea-
son.” 
   McIver replaces the outgoing Speaker Nathan 
Cooper who has been appointed the province’s offi-
cial representative in Washington.

Municipal Affairs Minister resigns, to become Speaker
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Attention 

Readers & 

Advertisers

Our staff is aware of and closely monitoring 
another potential Canada Post work 
stoppage that could affect Canadians as of 
May 23 at 12:01 a.m.

Canadians could be facing a full or partial 
shutdown of postal services similar to what 
was experienced just six months ago. 

If a labour stoppage does occur, our staff will 
be putting plans in place to ensure our May 
28 edition and beyond is as widely available 
as possible. This will include arranging 
multiple pick-up locations for subscribers in 
the absence of post office box delivery, extra 
quantities at the various newsstands that 
carry our paper, and free online readership 
(whereas there is normally a subscription 
fee). These measures were successful in 2024 
and as a result we were able to retain most of 
our normal readership during such an 
important and busy time of year. 

Please stay tuned to our websites 
weeklyreview.ca & tofieldmerc.com for 
future updates when and if the work stoppage 
goes ahead, including whether or not it will 
affect the May 28 edition and what alternate 
methods to pick it up or view it for free online 
have been made. 

 
MercuryThe Tofield

    I'd like the opportunity  to provide 
clarification regarding the passing of 
the mill rate bylaw by Beaver County 
Council on April 30. 
   Beaver County Council passed the 
2025 Operating and Capital budgets at 
the April 16 Council meeting.  The 
budget aligns with strategic priorities 
and corporate goals, including 
expanding resources in public works, 
agriculture services and public 
safety. In order to balance the budgets, 
which is required by the Municipal 
Government Act, Council must pass a 
mill rate bylaw, which together with 
property tax assessments, determines 
the amount of taxes due from each 
ratepayer. 
   At the April 30  Council meeting, 
four out of five Councillors, a clear 
majority, supported administration’s 
recommendation of a 2 per cent munic-
ipal tax mill rate increase by passing 
third reading of the mill rate bylaw. 

   Each Councillor has a right to vote 
however they want.  Each Councillor 
also has a right to make an amending 
motion, if they want to propose a 
change in the motion that is being con-
sidered.  No amendment was pro-
posed. 
   Councillor Hrabec suggested using 
funds from the Claystone Waste 
Dividend to offset the mill rate 
increase.  Beaver County Council 
passed a motion to approve the current 
Claystone Waste Dividend Policy and 
accompanying administrative proce-
dure, on September 20, 2023. 
Councillor Hrabec made the motion, 
which Council supported.   The policy 
outlines specific uses of these funds, 
however it does not include using the 
funds to offset the mill rate.   
 

Thanks, 
Kevin Smook, 

Reeve, Beaver County

Beaver County Reeve 
clarifies mill rate issue 

for ratepayers
Claystone dividend cannot be used to offset mill rates

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   While there is good news for the 
seven regional agricultural societies 
across the province, the praise went out 
to all the rural agricultural societies 
organizing on behalf of their communi-
ties. 
   The Alberta government announced 
recently that renewed funding will be 
“powering up communities with Ag 
Society dollars.” 
   The promise was for “new and con-
tinued funding,” to help Ag Societies 
“plan for tomorrow.” 
   The announcement came from RJ 
Sigurdson, Minister of Agriculture and 
Irrigation on April 24. 
   New funding includes $4.03 million 
in one-time support payments going 
out to seven regional Ag Societies “to 
help them manage cost pressures and 
allow them to plan for the future, 
including achieving more sustainable 
operational models,” he stated. It also 
includes a one-time investment of $2.87 
million “to support business transfor-
mation projects and funding set aside 
for a third party consultant to help with 
those efforts.” 
   Sigurdson was high in his praise for 
the work of Ag Societies throughout 
Alberta. 
   “Agricultural Societies play a crucial 
role in the province’s rural communi-
ties,” he said. “They bring people 
together, organize and run events, and 
improve the overall quality of life for 
residents in the communities.” 

   Alberta has more agricultural soci-
eties than any other province with 202 
helping their communities to enjoy life 
and thrive with events and activities. 
   The funding is designed “to help 
regional Agricultural Societies weather 
increasing costs and plan ahead with a 
one-time cash injection of more than 
$7.4 million,” states Sigurdson. 
   “It’s hard to overstate the impact 
these societies have on rural Alberta,” 
said the minister. “From event organiz-
ing to infrastructure upkeep, they ener-
gize folks and bring communities 
together. 
   “This funding will ensure our region-
al ag societies are able to keep up their 
good work and continue to be pillars of 
their communities,” he said. 
   This one-time funding is in addition 
to the annual $2,8 million in annual 
funding through the Agricultural 
Societies Grant Program. 
   The government hired a consultant to 
assess the societies in 2024 and provide 
recommendations on addressing their 
financial struggles. 
   “Those recommendations helped 
inform this funding and the next steps,” 
Sigurdson explained. 
   Agriculture Societies are driven by 
volunteers such as the ones in commu-
nities within Beaver County, including 
Tofield, Ryley, Holden Bruce, Viking, 
and Kinsella. 
   On a provincial level, these local ag 
societies are part of the 39,000 events 
and activities held each year in       
Alberta.

Praise heaped on Ag Societies
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