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Conservative Leader promises to visit residents in Beaver County

B A e e s St

Beaver County officials met formally with local MP for Battle River-Crowfoot MP Damien Kurek and Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre while the three county
officials were in Ottawa for an FCM convention. They are shown, from left: Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec, Councillor Barry Bruce and Reeve Kevin Smook
listening to Poilievre speak, as MP Kurek looks on.

Patricia Harcourt

Three Beaver County officials
scored a coup last Thursday when
they met with local MP Damien
Kurek and Conservative Party
leader Pierre Poilievre during a
convention visit in Ottawa last
week.

Kurek, MP for Battle-River
Crowfoot, is stepping aside to
allow his leader Poilievre to run in
a by-election in this riding. If
Poilievre wins, he can once again
take over as leader of the Official
Opposition in Parliament. Poilievre
had lost his own seat in the recent
federal election.

Kurek cannot officially resign as
MP until mid-June, although he has
signalled his intention to do so as of
last week.

Once that resignation takes place,
a by-election can be called by the
prime minister for the riding and

Poilievre will be campaigning in
Battle River - Crowfoot.

Beaver County Reeve Kevin
Smook, Deputy Reeve Gene
Hrabec and Councillor Barry Bruce
were in Ottawa May 29 to June 1 for
the Canadian Federation of
Municipalities (FCM) convention.

While there, they were able to
meet with Kurek and Poilievre in
the House of Commons. Smook
stated it was just “moments before”
Kurek had announced his intention
to resign his recently won seat giv-
ing his leader a chance to sit in
Parliament, if elected.

Smook said the meeting took
place last Thursday afternoon fol-
lowing Question Period, at which
time Kurek formally announced his
intention to resign his seat to help
his leader gain one.

Following the session, the meet-
ing with Kurek and Poilievre lasted
about 15 minutes.

“We were able to discuss rural
crime, employment in smaller com-
munities, pipelines and resource
development,” said Smook, as well
as “infrastructure funding and fed-
eral funding in general.”

Said Smook, “We also invited Mr.
Poilievre to come tour Beaver
County. Mr. Poilievre is seeking the
Battle River - Crowfoot seat in the
upcoming by-election.

“Mr. Poilievre has committed to
coming out to the Battle River -
Crowfoot riding - and Beaver
County in particular - to meet with
residents,” Smook also confirmed.

And he explained how the three
county officials managed to get an
audience with the Conservative
leader and local MP.

“While attending the FCM
Conference in Ottawa, Deputy
Reeve Hrabec, Councillor Bruce
and I had the opportunity to attend
Question Period in the House of

Commons,” he said.

“We also arranged for a meeting
with our MP Damien Kurek.
During that meeting, we were
pleasantly surprised to have
Conservative ~ Leader  Pierre
Poilievre join us.

Smook continued: “We were able
to talk directly with him, to help
bring him up to speed on concerns
in our region. We were also happy
that he accepted our invitation to
come to Beaver County to meet
people in our area.”

And he noted the importance of
establishing this connection with
the possible new MP for this riding
come the fall sitting of Parliament.

“Mr. Poilievre will be seeking the
Battle River Crowfoot seat in an
upcoming by-election, and we feel
it's important to establish a rela-
tionship with him, in the event he's
successful in winning the seat.”
said Smook.



2 - Beaver County Chronicle, June 4, 2025

,

COMMUNITY THANKS BEAVER COUNTY

e The Tofield Curling Club would like to thank Tofield Town
Council for their generous donation towards their building
improvements!

E IMPORTANT DATES

A On behalf of the BESC (Beaver Emergency Services June 4
Commission) Board, Administration, and Firefighters, we extend « 930 AM - 400 PM - Governance and Priorities Committee Meeting
our sincere thanks to the former Victims Services Board for your || june 18

dedication and hard work. Your service and commitment to the e 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM - Regular Council Meeting

community have made a lasting impact. 7\
WHATS HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY ‘
RYLEY MUSEUM SOCIETY SUMMER EMPLOYMENT Book Club ’
. . . . Location: Ross Creek Community Hall, 531041 Rge Rd 191
Thg Ryley MU.S?Um is seeking a reliable and enthusiastic Rural book club that meets the first Tuesday of each month. Meetings
individual to join our team for the summer! run from 7PM - 8PM, all ages welcome!
. . Tofield AA - Thursdays, 8 -9 PM
Position Details: Basement of Bardo Lutheran Church, 4737 57 Ave, Tofield.
o Duties include: Cataloguing, organizing artifacts, Viklidng AA”- Wednhesdays,h8 Pm, Zoom option aEO available.
. . . . Golden Valley Lutheran Church, 5327 56 Ave, Viking.
welcoming visitors, light cleaning, and other general https//area78aa.org/meetings/147-3
museum tasks. Submit your event/s, meetings and/or gatherings to the events calendar on the
e Employment Period: July and August website! Just head to the website, under the Explore menu click on County Region
. Events Calendar. We have partnered with Go East to share local events on our website!
e Work Schedule: Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from

1:00 PM to 5:00 PM

e Start Date: Wednesday, July 2 JOIN OUR TEAM!

e Wage: $17.00 per hour

We're looking for dynamic, motivated superheroes to join our

Application Deadline: June 20" team! What's your superpower?!

To apply or for more information contact: o Heavy Equipment Operator Ill - Grader
willisreist@outlook.ca or 780-886-8144 Operator
We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those ) )
selected for an interview will be contacted. e more. information, Rﬁ%’:
and details on how to *
s =\ apply, visit our website u

> Government > Careers

You're not
: CALLING ALL LICENSED CERTIFIED
followin J| ApPLICATORS!

C | O yS t O n e O n Are you a licensed certified applicator

that does custom spraying?
Beaver County is looking for Licensed

F O C e b O O k? Certified Applicators to join our

Approved Contractor List! Your

organization can apply for pre-

The Claystone Waste Facebook | = approval by completing the form

page is where you will find found on our website under
service updcntes gra nt Business > Requests for Proposals &

! .
program info, jOb postings, and Quotes or scanning the QR code.
more!

Scan the QR code to find us,
like us, and give us a follow!

Keep in Touch

Not on Facebook? There's other
ways to keep in touch.

Tofield United Church
Centennial Celebration

If you need more information on
our waste management services,
please contact us!

Phone: 780.663.2038
Toll Free: 1.855.221.2038
Email: info@claystonewaste.com

formation of the United Church of Canada on June 8, 2025. The
Worship Service will be at 10:00 am; in person and on zoom. For more
Billing: ar@claystonewaste.com 0|ays-|'°ne information on the service or to receive the zoom link email
Website: claystonewaste.com st tofieldunited@gmail.com A BBQ lunch will follow the service. All are
\_ ) welcome.

Beaver County | 5120 - 50th Street, Box 140, Ryley AB, TOB 4A0 | 780-663-3730 | beaver.ab.ca
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EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

From wildfires to winter storms, being prepared
means being safe when the unexpected happens.
Learn how simple steps today can protect you,
your loved ones, and your community tomorrow.

\ (9 BEAVER COUNTY

2025 COUNTY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

“ALL DATES ARE APPROXIMATE START EST.END AS OF
AND WEATHER DEPENDENT** DATE DATE MAY 28

Culvert Maintenance April T Nov 1

Patching oil roads

May 1 Sep 29

JUNE 11, 2025 10 A.M. - 11 A.M.
BRUCE SENIORS ROOM

Hard-Surface Locations

Constructed in the following phases:

Phase 1 (P1): Cement, Phase 2 (P2): Chip Seal st Lift, Phase 3 (P3): Chip Seal
2nd lift, Phase 4 (P4): Final sweep of Chips.

(LOCATED IN THE BRUCE COMMUNITY CENTRE,

404 MAINSTREET, BRUCE, AB)

FREE of charge, no pre-registration required!

For more information, please contact Viking/Beaver
FCSS at 780.336.4024.

Brought to you in partnership by:

ﬁ FCSSmeimm

\ vmmc@nuvsk

BEAVER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD -
CALL FOR PUBLIC AT LARGE (PAL) MEMBERS

Beaver County Council is seeking two (2) Public at Large positions to serve
on the Agricultural Service Board (ASB) for a three-year term starting
November 2025.

The ASB meets approximately 4-6 times per year and helps shape local
policies and programs that support sustainable agriculture.

Applicants must:
¢ Reside in Beaver County

» Be familiar with agriculture practices and trends (e.g. value - added
agriculture)

» Be willing to contribute to policy discussions in line with the Agricultural
Service Board Act.

Orientation will be provided for applicants to discuss position

Kingsway Estates - 501 May 12 | May16
Rge Rd 202 between Twp 502 & 504 May 19 May 30
Beaver Creek Estates North - 50514 =
Rge Rd 202 Jun 2 Jun 4
Rge Rd 200 from Hwy 630 to s
campground entrance & Hoopers Dr Jeios e
Whispering Hills Estates - 51308 Rge -
Rd 195 Jun 10 Jun 14

Rge Rd 200 from Hwy 630 to -
Blackfoot Grazing Reserve Entrance i) 19 JUn 25

Twp 492 approx. 1.72kms east of Rge -
Rd 170 Jun 26 Jun 27

;v;p 490 between Hwy 857 & Rge Rd Ul 2 Jul 25 -
;'2\/\6;) 490 between Hwy 870 & Rge Rd Jul 28 Aug 22 a,
Twp Rd 512 from Rge Rd 191 to HWY Aug 25 Sep 3 -
834

Shoulder Pulls (Location TBD)
[Backsloping (location TBD) Oct 2 Nov 1 g
IGraveIIing Mar 13 Dec 22 (&)
IDust Control- 1st Application May 13 May 30 M
IDust Control- 2nd Application Aug 8 Aug 15 =

responsibilities, and the role of the ASB within Alberta.
To apply or learn more, contact Jonny Culbert
at 555-38

Completed In Progress ™ Scheduled @ Delayed

5-0064 or jculbert@beaver.ab.ca

To fill out the online form, scan the QR code.
Deadline to apply: 12200 PM (noon), June 13,2025

SCAN

CM‘E!

KINGSWAY ESTATES AND RGE RD 202 BETWEEN

TWP RD 502 AND 504 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:

The soil stabilizing for the road base with soil cement is now complete. We
will soon be starting the first layer of chip seal and there may be delays as
work crews direct traffic in order to work safely. There will be many loose
rocks after the chip seal layer is applied and speed limits will be reduced on
these roads once opened until the project is complete.

During this construction phase, portions of the road may be closed to allow
crews to work safely please use another route, detours will be posted or be
cautious when you need to drive through construction zones (local traffic
only). Beaver County's goal is to provide a healthy, injury free work
environment for all employees, contractors, visitors and general public.
Already this year we have had people exceeding the posted speed limit
thrglgjgh our construction zones, endangering staff, contractors and the
public.

There are potential hazards to the public and vehicles during the
construction process. This can include heavy machinery, dust or mud, road
material such as gravel, asphalt coatings and rock chips.

We apologize for the inconvenience that road maintenance and upgrading
causes, but the same roads that receive the most traffic also need the most
maintenance. Thank-you for your patience and understanding during
construction. If you have any questions, please call the Beaver County
Service Centre at 780-663-3730.

Mailing list

RANGE ROAD 200 FROM SECONDARY HWY 630 TO

CAMPGROUND ENTRANCE & HOOPERS DRIVE

Over the coming weeks, Range Road 202 will undergo a significant road
upgrade—from a gravelled surface to a durable, all-weather hard surface.
This improvement includes stabilizing the existing road base with soil
cement, followed by the application of two layers of chip seal. Although
this process differs from traditional asphalt paving, residents and motorists
will enjoy a similar finished surface—dust-free when dry and mud-free
when wet.

During construction, sections of the road may be temporarily closed to
allow crews to work safely. Detours will be clearly marked. Please plan
alternate routes where possible or drive cautiously if you must travel
through the construction zone (local traffic only).

Beaver County is committed to maintaining a safe, injury-free work
environment for all staff, contractors, and the public. We kindly remind all
drivers to respect posted speed limits in construction areas. Excessive
speed poses a serious risk to workers and others in the area.

Construction sites can present potential hazards such as heavy
equipment, dust, mud, gravel, chip seal materials, and other debris. We
urge everyone to stay alert and travel with care.

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work to improve
your roads. These upgrades are essential to maintaining safe and reliable
infrastructure in high-traffic areas.

For more information, please contact the Beaver County Service Centre at
780-663-3730.

Get news, meeting highlights, the road
construction schedule, the Chronicle, and
more - direct to your inbox!

Website

Information on County programs and services can

Beaver County | 5120 - 50th Street, Box 140, Ryle

be found on our website, along with the latest news.

Social media

Find us on Facebook, X (Twitter),
Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn.

fX]O)in]o)

y AB, TOB 4A0 | 780-663-3730 | beaver.ab.ca
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Proposed bylaw to formally establish Ag Service Board

Patricia Harcourt

Beaver County Council is taking steps to formally
establish an Agricultural Service Board through a pro-
posed new Bylaw #25-1173.

Jonathan Culbert, the county’s Agricultural Fieldman,
spoke to council May 21 at the regular meeting on the
necessity for the bylaw.

“Beaver County currently operates its Agricultural
Service Board (ASB) under the guidance of its Terms of
Reference, but does not have a formal bylaw or policy in
place to establish the ABS,” he said.

“While Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation indicates
that a bylaw is not required, there have been instances
where neighbouring municipalities have faced chal-
lenges regarding the legitimacy of their ASBs,” said
Culbert.

“Specifically, agricultural notices and enforcement
actions have been questioned or rescinded due to con-
cerns over the absence of a formal bylaw, leaving the
municipalities vulnerable to legal or operational difficul-
ties,” he explained.

Culbert advised that, “Given these potential risks, it is
advisable for Beaver County to implement an official
ASB Bylaw to ensure the county’s compliance with leg-
islative requirements and to safeguard the authority and
legitimacy of the ASB.”

This formal bylaw would serve to “solidify the ASB’s
role in advising council on agricultural policies,” he said.
It would also “provide a clear and structured framework
for fulfilling its duties under the Agricultural Service
Board Act.”

Other ASB Act include education, awareness, and
enforcement related tot he Weed Control Act,

Agricultural Pests Act, Soil Conservation Act and sup-
port for the Animal Health Act.

The proposed bylaw will provide “clear guidelines for
ASB operations, including the roles and responsibilities
of its members, its powers to enforce relevant agricultur-
al laws, processes for issuing agricultural notices, and
other related duties.”

The bylaw will also spell out procedures for how to
conduct ASB meetings, which Culbert said is not stated
in the current Terms of Reference.

A motion by Councillor Barry Bruce to give first read-
ing to the proposed bylaw was passed by council. The
bylaw will now be made available to the public for feed-
back prior to council giving second and third, or final,
reading at a future meeting.

Beaver Emergency Services Commission to take lead in shared service agreement review

Patricia Harcourt

A review of the county’s shared service agreement
with Beaver Emergency Services Commission (BESC) is
underway:.

County council agreed to have Chief Administrative
Officer (CAO) Kayleena Spiess collaborate with BESC’s
regional emergency manager to conduct the undertak-
ing.

The result is expected to be an amendment of the
shared services agreement. CAO Spiess stated this was
necessary “to enable timely grant payments to the com-
mission and incorporate the applicable provisions of
Bill 50,” a provincial bill passed last year.

Margaret Jones, general manager of Legislative
Services, explained that the current method of payment
has involved over contributions that “have been diffi-
cult to reconcile” at the end of the year.

The explanation for this was made in the report to
council for May 21, which stated:

“Historically, to assist BESC with its cash flow
requirements, the municipalities have been making
grant payments of 100 per cent of the projected annual
deficit and the subsequent calendar year’s first quarter
payment has been adjusted once the amount of the
annual deficit has been confirmed.”

The need for a review of this process prompted much
discussion, starting with Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec.

Hrabec, who is also the chair of the BESC board, sug-
gested: “Would it not make more sense for the emer-
gency manager (of BESC) to lead the revamp plus one
CAQO,” he asked, calling this “more timely and effi-
cient.”

area 53 7 2Aceway

Eighth-Mile Racing at Forestburg
(Old Airport) Tkm west

JUNE/ &6

Friday Racers Gates Open at 5 p.m.
RACERS - Car & Driver - $80/day

This includes $20 that goes towards payouts in your
class with a 60/40 split for First and Second

AREA 53 MEMBERS $70/day
Pit Crew by a donation
Saturday/Sunday Racers
Gates Open at 7 a.m.

Tech 8-10 a.m. - Racing at 10 a.m.

Spectators Welcome!
Gate entry is by cash donation

“There are multiple ways you can do it,” said Spiess,
adding: “I leave that up to council.”

Jones stated that there are two sections of Bill 50 that
now apply to this issue.

And Councillor Dale Pederson (Division 5) noted that
a commission is not allowed to make a profit but BESC
has a surplus at the end of the. year due to the method
of payment currently taking place.

Pederson called this “a bit. of a breach of the
Municipal Government Act (MGA).” Jones agreed the
current method could be construed that way.

Councillor Lionel Williams (Division 2) asked: “Is the
surplus (at the end of the year) considered profit? There
must be some distinction between this (and) giving
back to municipalities.”

Jones replied: “We have to respect the MGA,” noting:
“We pay a grant not a requisition...So we try to ensure
we respect BESC’s needs but also follow the regula-
tion.”

“Should not the taxpayer get the cash back?” asked
Hrabec.

Jones replied: “Yes,” and referred to this year’s tax
notices where it is listed separately.

“But it's not a requisition,” she said. “We hope to rec-
oncile this when we get the new agreement.”

Reeve Kevin Smook (Division 1) added: “The com-
mission is not allowed to make a profit but has a sur-
plus,” he said, adding: “What is supposed to. happen?”

Jones suggested it was “best to transfer these funds”
and hold them. “Discussions will take place when we
do the review.”

When Williams asked about the possibility of having
a requisition for raising the funds, Jones replied that

iy ,

Join us at an upcoming Open House
for the Atlas Carbon Storage Hub.

The Atlas Carbon Storage Hub from Shell and ATCO EnPower
intends to store CO, emissions generated in the Alberta

Industrial Heartland region.

The first phase of Atlas plans to permanently store CO, captured by
Shell’s Polaris carbon capture project. The CO2 will be permanently stored
approximately two kilometres underground below areas of east central Alberta.

only the schools and seniors housing can requisition.

“The rest are grants,” she said, as the way to receive
funds. “With a grant, if you don’t use the money you
have to give it back.”

“It's a use it or lose it type of thing,” noted Williams.
“With BESC, it hasn’t been handled like that.”

Said Jones, “You have to balance it off with a commis-
sion like BESC.”

Smook questioned how Bill 50 impacts commissions
with Jones stating that a review would look into this,
while noting that Bill 50 only refers to “emergency man-
agement” rather spelling out fire and rescue services
separately.

Hrabec changed the original recommendation by
administration. He said BESC would refer to fire servic-
es and emergency management, in which one person
from the CAO group would work with BESC manage-
ment on the review.

The motion would state “that council request that
BESC take the lead and BESC ask a member of the CAO
group (to be part of the review).” Beaver Regional
Partnership (BRP) is composed in. part of the CAOs of
each municipality.

Pederson agreed, stating: “BRP is not a government
group,” and thought BESC “should take the lead and
work through the grants that pay for shared services.”

He didn’t want this implied, but stated directly. “It's a
must.”

CAO Spiess responded to the statements on the BRP:
“BRP is an advisory committee,” which “combines the
thoughts of the CAO group and gives recommendations
back to the councils.”

With that, Hrabec’s motion was passed.

Round Hill

Tuesday, June 10, 2025

4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Round Hill & District Community
Centre - 9 Township Road 484,
Round Hill, Alberta

Vegreville

Wednesday, June 11, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

The Social Centre - 4802 47A
Street, Vegreville, Alberta

Viking

Thursday, June 12, 2025

4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Viking Community Hall - 5021 54
Ave, Viking, Alberta

A future phase of the Atlas Carbon Storage Hub, that could potentially store

CO:2 for the partners and third parties, is subject to a future investment decision.

Please join us at one of our upcoming open house events to hear more
details about the next steps for the project, ask us questions and provide us

with feedback.

Questions? Contact: Janine King
Corporate Relations Advisor - CCS
Janine . King@shell.com | 587 879 1633

ATLAS

CARBON

For all events, doors open at 4:30 p.m.
A presentation will begin at 5:00 p.m.,
followed by a Q&A session, and time
to speak one-on-one with the project
team. Dinner will be provided.

POWERING CSS

@ ATCO

STORAGE HUB
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