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Patricia Harcourt 
 

Here are the results of a Beaver County 
Chronicle questionnaire for Division 3 
candidates in the municipal election 

which will be held on Oct. 20. 
 

1. What are your reasons for running, or 
re-running, for councillor in your divi-
sion?  
I would like to continue my advocacy 
for the residents of Beaver County and 
to complete some of the projects that 
are currently underway or planned.  

Having the opportunity   to sit on a 
provincial task force on CWD manage-
ment that will not be completed until 
the end of the year is one of those types 
of projects.  

The most rewarding part of being a 
municipal councillor is the opportunity 
to see a project, idea or a community 
request from the start to the finish. 

A couple of boards that I sit on have 
huge influence on supporting our sen-
iors on Beaver Foundation and helping 
us everyday that there is a medical, 
accident or fire with Beaver Emergency 
Services Commission. Infrastructure 

projects and plans can be current, multi 
year and long term.   I have served as 
the Deputy Reeve for the past seven 
years. 
 

2. What issues in your particular divi-
sion, and in the county as a whole, do you 
consider important to discuss during this 
election? 

Currently in my area one of the most 
important issues is finding common 
ground and solutions between the resi-
dents around the landfill district. 
  Unintended consequences of the 
growth need to be addressed sooner 
than later.  The county is continuing to 
grow with development and business 
growth throughout the county which 
keeps providing the services. I have 
been advocating to ensuring we are fis-
cally responsible and pledge to keep 
asking those questions to ensure trans-
parency. 
 

3. Please state your goals if you are elect-
ed a councillor? 

Currently in my area one of the most 
important issues is finding common 
ground and solutions between the resi-

dents around the landfill district. 
  Unintended consequences of the 
growth need to be addressed sooner 
than later.  The county is continuing to 
grow with development and business 
growth throughout the county which 
keeps providing the services. I have 
been advocating to ensuring we are fis-
cally responsible and pledge to keep 
asking those questions to ensure trans-
parency. 
 

4. Can you give a background of yourself 
in terms of personal, educational, occupa-
tional and any other information you think 
would be pertinent for the voter to know to 
help them get a better understanding of 
who you are and the direction in which you 
wish to proceed going forward? 

In closing, I am very proud of the 
organizational direction and with the 
commitment from our employees, 
especially with our public works team 
which provides the majority of our 
services. We have   transitioned seam-
lessly between retirements and new 
employees as well as a strong commit-
ment to our community members and 
organizations.  

I finished the  Elected Official 
Education Program Certificate from 
the U of A, which was completed in 
seven years of adult learning. As an 
elected official you are always learning 
and engaging with peers and provin-
cial governement counterparts.  

Beaver County Division 3 incumbent - Gene Hrabec

Beaver County Division 3 incumbent 
Gene Hrabec

Beaver County Division 3 candidate - Rick Ells
Patricia Harcourt 

 
Here are the results of a Beaver County 
Chronicle questionnaire for Division 3 
candidates in the municipal election 

which will be held on Oct. 20. 
 

1. What are your reasons for running or re-
running for councillor in your division? 

I am running for Council as I believe 
we need a change with Beaver County 
Council. Possibly bring some new 
ideas to the table. I have never ran for 
Council in the past. 
 
2. What issues in your particular division 
and in the county as a whole do you consid-
er important to discuss during this elec-
tion? 

I am in Division 3.  The landfill has 
been an issue in the past.  The roads 
that are being used to get to the landfill 

seem to have more garbage in the 
ditches as well as the condition of the 
road leading to and from the landfill is 
not always in the best shape.  

More recently the odour from the 
compost has created a new possibly 
larger issue. The odour actually affects 
me at my residence when the wind 
blows in my direction.  

With regards to the County as a 
whole,  road condition will always be 
an issue and balancing act.  

Police enforcement as well as bylaw 
enforcement may need to be assessed 
on how to get the best bang for the dol-
lar and how best to support ratepayer 
concerns.  

I also believe BESC, which involves 
not just the County but both the towns 
and villages, needs to be assessed for 
how effective  the commission  is in 

overseeing the fire departments and 
emergency management. 
 
3. Please state your goals if you are elected 
Councillor?  If an incumbent, what are you 
most proud of accomplishing during your 
tenure? 

My goals would be to be fiscally 
responsible to all ratepayers  in the 
county. Also, to be as transparent with 
all decisions being 
made.  Communication is a big key to 
transparency. 
 
4. Can you give a background of yourself in 
terms of personal, educational, occupation-
al and any other information you think 
would be pertinent for the voter to know to 
help them get a better understanding of 
who you are and the direction in which you 
wish to proceed going forward? 

My background was as a military 
policeman for 15 years.  

When medically  retired, I was the 
operations Warrant Officer for CFB 
Petawawa.  I was also the Community 
Peace Officer for Beaver County for 20 
years.  

During that time I was also the Fire 
Chief for the County which also 
included both towns and villages.  I 
was in charge of Health and Safety for 
the County employees, and voted in as 
the president of the Rural Utilities and 
Safety Association.   

Until the formation of BESC, I was 
the Director of Emergency               man-
agement  for the County.  During that 
time I organized and ran several simu-
lated disasters which practiced all key 
players in how to deal with emergen-
cies..

BEAVER COUNTY COUNCIL CANDIDATE PROFILES          BEAVER COUNTY COUNCIL CANDIDATE PROFILES          BEAVER COUNTY COUNCIL CANDIDATE PROFILES
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If you are unable to vote at an Advance Vote or on Election Day you
may request a Special Ballot (aka mail-in ballot). You can request your
application by phone, email, in person, or in writing between 12:00 p.m.
(Noon) on September 24, 2025, and 4:30 p.m. on October 17, 2025.
Special Ballots must be returned to the Returning Officer no later then
12:00 p.m. (noon) on Monday, October 20, 2025, either in person during
business hours or by mail (or courier during postal strike). Any ballots
that are received late will NOT be accepted.
Email: mwalsh@beaver.ab.ca Phone: 780-663-3730 ext. 1023

BEAVER COUNTY
MUNICIPAL ELECTION:
Monday, October 20, 2025 Special Ballots

October 8
9:30 AM - 12:00 - Governance and Priorities Committee Meeting
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM - Regular Council Meeting

October 20
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM - Municipal Election

IMPORTANT DATES

8:00 AM 8

JOIN OUR TEAM!

For more information, and details on
how to apply, visit our website >
Government > Careers

Community Peace Officer Level I (Part-time)

BEAVAA ER COUNTYTT
MUNICIPAL ELECTION:
Monday, October 20, 2025
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Stay in
the loop!

2025 COUNTY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
**ALL DATES ARE APPROXIMATE AND
WEATHERDEPENDENT**

START
DATE

EST. END
DATE ASOFOCT 1

Culvert Maintenance April 1 Nov 1

Patching oil roads May 1 Sep 29

Hard-Surface Locations
Constructed in the following phases:
Phase 1 (P1): Cement, Phase 2 (P2): Chip Seal 1st Lift, Phase 3 (P3): Chip Seal
2nd lift, Phase 4 (P4): Final sweep of Chips.

Kingsway Estates - 501 May 12 May 16 Complete
Rge Rd 202 between Twp 502 & 504 May 19 May 30 Complete
Beaver Creek Estates North - 50514 Rge Rd 202 Jun 2 Jun 4 Complete
Rge Rd 200 fromHwy 630 to campground
entrance & Hoopers Dr Jun 5 Jun 9 Complete

Whispering Hills Estates - 51308 Rge Rd 195 Jun 10 Jun 14 Complete
Rge Rd 200 fromHwy 630 to Blackfoot Grazing
Reserve Entrance Jun 16 Jun 24 Complete

Twp 492 approx. 1.72kms east of Rge Rd 170 Jun 26 Jun 27 Complete
Twp 490 between Hwy 857 & Rge Rd 142 Jul 2 Jul 25 Complete
Twp 490 between Hwy 870 & Rge Rd 120 Jul 28 Aug 22 P1, P2, P3
Twp Rd 512 fromRge Rd 191 to HWY 834 Aug 25 Sep 3 P1, P2

Shoulder Pulls
Rge Rd 200 fromHWY 14 to TWPRD 500 Sept 9 Sept 30

Twp Rd 492 fromHWY 834 to Rge Rd 192 Oct 1 Oct 9

Rge Rd 173 from 430meters south of Twp Rd
500 and Twp Rd 492 Oct 10 Oct 24

Twp Rd 500 fromHWY 854 to Rge Rd 171 Oct 27 Nov 4

Twp Rd 502 fromHWY 854 to Rge Rd 171 Nov 5 Nov 14

Twp Rd 484 fromHWY 855 to Rge Rd 164 tbd tbd

Gravelling Mar 13 Dec 22

Hamlet Road Rehabilitation (Exact Dates TBD)
Bruce - Main St from railroad tracks to 4 Aveth Oct Oct

Kinsella - Main St fromHWY 14 to 3 Averd Oct Oct

Kinsella - 2 Ave fromMain St to King Stnd Oct Oct

Completed In Progress Scheduled Delayed

Social media
Find us on Facebook, X (Twitter),
Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn.

Beaver County is committed to providing a safe, injury-free environment
for employees, contractors, visitors, and the public. Road construction can
create hazards such as heavymachinery, dust, mud, gravel, asphalt
coatings, and rock chips.We apologize for any inconvenience—roads with
themost traffic require themostmaintenance. Thank you for your
patience and understanding during construction.

SECOND LAYER OF CHIP SEAL INCOMING
Construction crewshavebeenworking to upgrade the following road:

TWPRD 512 fromRGERD 191 to SECHWY834
This locationwill soonbegin to receive the second layer of chip seal and
theremaybedelays aswork crews' direct traffic towork safely. Therewill
bemany loose rocks after the second chip seal layer is applied and speed
limitswill continue to be reducedon this roaduntil the final sweep is
complete.

WHEN CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE
When all four phases of upgrades are complete, roadswill be smoother and
longer lasting for all users. To help keep them in top condition, please follow
these guidelines:

Road bans remain in place for about one year.
No loading or unloading on the roadway.
Avoid driving heavy or tracked equipment on the road—use alternate
routes or haul roads.
Report damage or unsafe conditions to the Beaver County Service Centre.

This work reclaims gravel from the road edges, restores the road shape for proper
drainage, and improves overall driving conditions. During this process, residents
may notice temporary rough surfaces and road equipment. We ask drivers to
slow down, watch for signs, and give crews space to work safely. For more
information, visit the RoadMaintenance FAQ on the Beaver County website.

WHAT ARE SHOULDER PULLS?

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ABOUT ROADS?
Please call the Beaver County Service Centre at 780-663-3730.

In October select roads (as shown in the construction schedule) will be undergoing
someminor repairworkand receiveapavementoverlay.
During construction, sections of the roadmay be temporarily closed to allow crews to
work safely. Detourswill be clearlymarked. Pleaseplanalternate routeswherepossible
ordrivecautiously if youmust travel through theconstructionzone (local traffic only).

BRUCE & KINSELLA ROAD REHABILITATT TAA IONBRUCE & KINSELLA ROAD REHABILITATION

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

How to pay your taxes...
Due to the postal strike, mail delivery is not an option for paying
your taxes currently. Please use one of the following methods:

Internet or Telephone Banking
Payee: Beaver County Taxes
Account #: 9-digit roll number from your assessment/tax
notice

Paysimply.ca
Secure payment site accepting credit cards, PayPal, and
more. (Convenience fee applies.)

In Person
Debit, cheque, cash, or money order at the Beaver County
Services Centre.
To meet with the Assessor, please call 780-663-3730.

A 10% penalty will be applied to all outstanding balances as of
November 1, 2025.

Note: Credit cards are only accepted through Paysimply. Please allow
2–3 business days for electronic payments to process.

PROPERTY TAXES DUE OCTOBER 31

Any person wishing to appeal an application may do so by
serving written notice on the prescribed form (stating
reasons for the appeal) to the relevant appeal body. For
information on how to appeal can be found our our
website under Services > Planning & Development >
Appealing Planning Decisions
Further information regarding the above decisions may be
obtained from the County Office, Ryley, Alberta.

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS
The following Development Applications have been APPROVED (except
where otherwise noted) by the Development Authority under the provisions of
Land Use Bylaw No. 98-801, subject to the right of appeal to the relevant
appeal body - Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) or Land
and Property Rights Tribunal (LPRT).

NOVEMBER 5, 2025
SDAB
020020-25-D0061
Carlene & JasonWalsh
Same
Lot 1 Plan 792 0355 in SE 16-48-14-W4
Discretionary Use – Party Bus Business (General Commercial)

APPEALDEADLINE
Appeal Body
ApplicationNo.
Applicant
Landowner
Location
Development

Get news, meeting highlights, the road construction
schedule, the Chronicle, and more - direct to your inbox!

Mailing list

Website
Information on County programs and services can be
found on our website, along with the latest news.

PREPARATION OF THE 2025 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
FOR 2026 TAXATION

Please note: Due to the ongoing postal strike, Beaver County is
providing this notice online and through alternate channels.
The Assessment Department will begin conducting property
inspections for:

Development permits issued in 2025, and
Developments from previous years that were not yet completed.

The inspector will be visiting properties to verify and collect data
on new or existing developments.

This work helps ensure fair and equitable property assessments
throughout Beaver County.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the Assessment
Department at 825-385-0055.

PBeaver Countyt is committed to providing a safeff , injn ury-free environment

patitt eii ncecc and undedd rsrr tatt ndidd nii g durirr nii g cocc nstrtt uctitt oii n.



Patricia Harcourt 
 

Here are the results of a 
Beaver County Chronicle 

questionnaire for Division 
1 candidates in the         

municipal election which 
will be held on Oct. 20. 

 
1. What are your reasons for 
running or re-running for 
councillor in your division? 

I was first elected to 
Beaver County Council in 
2013 and was acclaimed 
in both 2017 and 2021.   
I've been Reeve for seven 
of those years.  I bring 
leadership and experience 
to the table.  I believe 
Beaver County is on the 
right path and I want to 
continue to represent 
Division 1 and lead us 
into the future. 
 
2. What issues in your par-
ticular division and in the 
county as a whole do you 
consider important to dis-
cuss during this election? 

Roads are always front 
and centre in our Division 
and throughout the 
County.  It took several 
years, but we finally com-
mitted to a 10-year hard 
surfacing road strategy 
which will improve the 
road network throughout 
the County, including the 
subdivisions in Division 
One.  Work has already 

begun and over the next 
10 years every subdivi-
sion will have a hard top 
surface (teracem) which 
will improve the quality 
of life for our 
residents.  We have also 
committed to maintaining 
the major roads in 
Division One such as 
Township Road 512 and 
Township Road 514 which 
see a large volume of traf-
fic. This year we also con-
structed a hard top sur-
face on Range Road 200 
heading into the Islet 
Lake Staging Area where 
hikers, bikers and boaters 
enjoy the great outdoors. I 
also want to continue to 
encourage economic 
development in our divi-
sion. 
 
3.  Please state your goals if 
you  are elected Councillor?   
If an incumbent, what are 
you most proud of accom-
plishing during your 
tenure? 

The 10-year hard sur-
facing road strategy took 
a lot of debate and discus-
sion at the Council table 
to reach approval.  It's a 
game changer for many of 
our west end residents 
who live in subdivisions 
and/or near major routes 
and I want to ensure the 
strategy continues so 
when the current year of 

work is completed, we 
add another year to the 
end. 

I also pushed to add 
two additional grader 
routes to our transporta-
tion program.  This short-
ed the routes for each 
grader, allowing them to 
maintain roads more fre-
quently.   

We also established the 
Beaver County Economic 
Development Advisory 
Committee which 
includes several public at 
large members with 
strong business back-
grounds.  We updated the 
development parameters 
in Equity Industrial Park 
and were able to attract 
Cap Clean Energy, which 
will build a renewable 
fuel facility producing bio 
fuel from plant based 
residue, which will be 
acquired from our local 
producers.  Another big 
win was the commitment 
by Parrish & Heimbecker 
to open a major grain han-
dling facility near Viking. 

I will champion the 
enhancement and expan-
sion of the Highway 14 
Waterline, to allow for res-
idential and industrial 
growth in Beaver County. 

As a member of the 
Tofield Library Board, I'm 
proud that we joined the 
Dolly Parton Imagination 

Library, which offers a 
free book each month to 
children up to the age of 
five. 

I will continue to advo-
cate to the Province so 
they understand the chal-
lenges we face in rural 
Alberta, and strive to 
maintain or increase the 
grants and funding we 
need from them. 
 
4. Can you give a back-
ground of yourself in terms 
of personal, educational, 
occupational and any other 
information you think would 
be pertinent for the voter to 
know to help them get a bet-
ter understanding of who 
you are and the direction in 
which you wish to proceed 
going forward? 

My wife Sheila and I 
moved here in 1993 and 
raised four wonderful 

children. When we first 
arrived, I got involved 
with several community 
groups to both meet peo-
ple and give back to our 
area. I've been selling real 
estate for over 30 years 
and opened our own bro-
kerage in 1999.  Since 
being elected to Council, 
I've enjoyed representing 
the County on numerous 
boards and commissions.  

I'm proud of the rela-
tionships Beaver County 
has built with our urban 
partners in Tofield,  
Ryley, Holden and 
Viking and, if re-elected, I 
will do my best to  
help strengthen and 
maintain those key part-
nerships.  

MORE PROFILES 
IN NEXT WEEK’S 

EDITION 
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Elect Zsuzsanna     

Hemperger for

School Board Trustee

Passion,
Dedication, and

Commitment
I have 16 years of

experience serving the
school community,

consisting of:
•  4 years as a BRSD School Board Trustee
• 4 years as the C.W. Sears School Council 

Chair.
• 4 years as the Tofield School Council Chair.
• 14 years as a Tofield Library Board

member and Chairperson.

I will make sure that the board�s
decisions meet the students� needs.
If you would like to have a strong,

experienced voice on the School Board,
please vote for me!

Patricia Harcourt 
 

Here are the results of a 
Beaver County Chronicle 

questionnaire for Division 
1 candidates in the        

municipal election which 
will be held on Oct. 20. 

 
1. What are your reasons 

for running, or re-running, 
for councillor in your divi-
sion?  

Above all, I want to 
look after my neighbours 
the way that they have 
always looked after me 
and my family. 
 From helping me find 
my stupid runaway cows, 
pulling me out of the 
snow, or helping me out 
when I was too pregnant 
to fit out my front door, I 
owe my neighbours. A lot. 

Also, I have deep roots 
in Beaver County, and 
want to give back as much 
as I can.. My family has 
been in the area since 
before 1900; some came 
from the Dakotas by cov-
ered wagon.  

My great grandfather, 
Freeman Kelley, served as 
a forester in the Blackfoot 
Grazing Reserve. My 
mom went to her first 
dance at the Lindbrook 
Hall. Beaver County is a 
sacred place to me and I 
want to carry on the fami-
ly tradition of service to 
preserve our environ-
ment, our traditions, and 
our great way of life. I 
want it to be just as great 
for future generations. 

2. What issues in your 
particular division, and in 
the county as a whole, do 
you consider important to 
discuss during this election? 

The overarching issue is 
security, and all that 
means. We need reliable 
roads, which are the fun-
damental infrastructure 
that allow people to live 
here successfully. We need 
water security. Whatever 
population or business 
growth we approve can-
not risk people’s access to 
the water they need, 
when they need it.  

The county has already 
identified surface water 
management as an issue. 
We need to ramp up crime 
prevention. This is a 
shared responsibility with 
other organizations; there 
are at least eight things we 
can do to make Beaver 
County very, very bad for 
criminals. 

3. Please state your goals 
if you are elected a council-
lor? 

My priorities are good 
roads, balanced budget, 
increased security, and 
staying out of people’s 
business unless they are 
causing harm to others.  

It is critical that Council 
apply the rules equally 
and fairly to everybody. 
Whether it comes to tax 
assessment or being first 
to get the road worked on, 
everybody should be 
treated the same. 
Also, Council should rely 
on the wisdom of our res-
idents, especially our 
Seniors. They have seen it 
all and have valuable 

advice that Council 
should take the time to 
hear what they say and 
consider it carefully. 

4. Can you give a back-
ground of yourself in terms 
of personal, educational, 
occupational and any other 
information you think would 
be pertinent for the voter to 
know to help them get a bet-
ter understanding of who 
you are and the direction in 
which you wish to proceed 
going forward? 

My background 
includes working with the 
City of Edmonton on 
drainage, waste water, 
road networks, and asset 
inventory systems. I also 
worked in agriculture for 
12 years, specifically on 
food safety and animal 
health. I worked a lot in 
environmental monitor-
ing in the oil sands. 

Apart from my work on 
municipal infrastruc-
ture, maybe my most rele-
vant work experience is in 
emergency management.  

I facilitated the devel-

opment of a plan to 
ensure the food supply to 
Albertans in a critical dis-
ruption, served as Plans 
Chief in a large E.coli out-
break, was a Consequence 
Manager during the Fort 
McMurray Wildfire and 
later served as Planning 
Manager for the Fort 
McMurray Wildfire 
Recovery Task Force.  

I created the recovery 
tool kit for Fort 
McMurray after their big 
fire, which I was told was 
useful to them. 

So, if something goes 
badly wrong here, I 
understand the legislated 
role of the municipality in 
a State of Local 
Emergency.  

I know exactly how the 
Provincial Operations 
Centre will mobilize help 
for us, and how to work 
with them in partnership 
with our local first 
responders, churches, and 
agricultural societies.  

Once the actual emer-
gency is over, which is 

usually pretty quickly, the 
long process of recovery 
will begin, and coordinat-
ing with local organiza-
tions will be critical to get-
ting back up on our feet as 
soon as possible. I know 
where some of the big 
delays can come from.
To summarize, I will work 
to protect and defend 
what makes Beaver 
County special and stand 
with my neighbours no 
matter what challenges 
we face in the future. 

Beaver County Division 1 candidate - Nora Abercrombie

Beaver County Division 1 incumbent - Kevin Smook

Beaver County Division 
1 candidate Nora 
Abercrombie

Beaver County Division 
1 candidate Kevin 
Smook
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